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ى�ع .ب�كر��ب  ةسدكم�ا  ت��ف�ح�او  س�ن��ب  ةمحدزم  ةيرق�ا  ةطحم  تن�ك 
.مهدص�قم ى�ع  نود�ني  نوقئ�س�ا  ن�ك  .ب�كر�ا  نم  ربكأ  ددع  رظتنا  فيصر�ا ،

• • •

The small bus stop in my village was busy with
people and overloaded buses. On the ground were
even more things to load. Touts were shouting the
names where their buses were going.
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هذه برغ�ا ”! ي�ا  نيهجتم  ةنيدم�ا ! ةنيدم�ا ! : “ خرصي نيد�نم�ا  دحأ  تعمس 
.�هج�تحا يت�ا  ة�ف�ح�ا  تن�ك 

• • •

“City! City! Going west!” I heard a tout shouting.
That was the bus I needed to catch.
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.�هي�ا دوعص��  عفادتت  ب�كر�ا  لازت  �Aو  ل�متك�Aا  ى�ع  تفرشا  دق  ة�ف�ح�ا  تن�ك 
�منيب ة�ف�ح�ا  نط�بب  �ه�  صصخم�ا  ن�كم�ا  يف  مهتعتمأ  اوكرت  ب�كر�ا  ضعب 

.لخاد��ب ففرAJا  ى�ع  �هعضوب  رخAJا  ضعب�ا  يفتكا 

• • •

The city bus was almost full, but more people were
still pushing to get on. Some packed their luggage
under the bus. Others put theirs on the racks inside.
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نيكسمم مهو  م�حز�ا ، طسو  ةي��خ  دع�قم  نع  نوثحبي  ب�كر�ا  يضما 
.ة�يوط�ا ة�حر�ا  لاوط  �هر�غص  بعادت  ت�همAJا  ت�ظو  .مهركاذتب 

• • •

New passengers clutched their tickets as they
looked for somewhere to sit in the crowded bus.
Women with young children made them
comfortable for the long journey.
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ةبيقح نضتحي  ً��جر  يبن�جب  س�جي  ن�ك  .ذفاون�ا  دحأ  بن�جب  �نا  تص�قت 
.ق�ق�ا هي�ع  يدب  دق  و  ً�ثر ، ً�فطعمو  ً�فخ  يدتري  لجر�ا  ن�ك  .ءارضخ 

• • •

I squeezed in next to a window. The person sitting
next to me was holding tightly to a green plastic
bag. He wore old sandals, a worn out coat, and he
looked nervous.
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تJشن يذ�ا  ن�كم�ا  يتيرق ، كرتأ  يننأ  تكردأو  ة�ف�ح�ا  جر�خ  يرظنب  تمه 
.ةريبك�ا ةنيدم�ا  ى�إ  �بهاذ  تنك  .هيف 

• • •

I looked outside the bus and realised that I was
leaving my village, the place where I had grown up.
I was going to the big city.
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ةع�ب�ا لظ  .مهدع�قم  يف  نيس��ج  ب�كر�ا  عيمج  ت�بو  ة�ف�ح�ا  ت�متكا 
�مب يد�ني  مهنم  ً��ك  ن�ك  .ب�كر��  مهعئ�ضب  عيب�  ة�ف�ح�ا  لخاد  نوعسي  ني�ئ�ج�ا 

.ينكحضت مهت�م�ك  تن�ك  .عيب��  ضرعي 

• • •

The loading was completed and all passengers were
seated. Hawkers still pushed their way into the bus
to sell their goods to the passengers. Everyone was
shouting the names of what was available for sale.
The words sounded funny to me.
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مهنم ليق  لضف  �منيب  �هنو�كJي ، اوضماو  ت�AوكJم  يرتشا  ب�كر�ا  ضعب 
.ةده�شم��ب يفتكا  ي�ثم  دوقن  ك�مي  نكي  م�  نمو  .ت�بورشم�ا 

• • •

A few passengers bought drinks, others bought
small snacks and began to chew. Those who did not
have any money, like me, just watched.
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قئ�س�ا ر�ص  .كرحت��  نيزه�ج  �ننأ  ريشي�  ثادحAJا  هذه  لك  ة�ف�ح�ا  ريفص  عط�ق 
.ة�ف�ح�ا اوكرتي�  ني�ئ�ج�ا  ةع�ب�ا  يف  خرصي 

• • •

These activities were interrupted by the hooting of
the bus, a sign that we were ready to leave. The
tout yelled at the hawkers to get out.
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، ب�كر�� دوقن�ا  يق�ب  د�عأ  مهضعب  .ة�ف�ح�ا  جر�خ  ني�ئ�ج�ا  ةع�ب�ا  عر�ست 
.ضارغAJا نم  ديزم�ا  عيب�  ةريخأ  ة�و�حمب  م�ق  مهضعبو 

• • •

Hawkers pushed each other to make their way out
of the bus. Some gave back change to the travellers.
Others made last minute attempts to sell more
items.
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ى�إ دوعJس  تنك  نإ  يف  تمه  .ةذف�ن�ا  جر�خ  �نأ  ترظنو  ة�ف�ح�ا  تق�طنا 
.�م �موي  يتيرق 

• • •

As the bus left the bus stop, I stared out of the
window. I wondered if I would ever go back to my
village again.
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.ادج ر�ح  خ�نم�ا  حبصأ  ةنيدم�ا ، وحن  �هقيرط  ة�ف�ح�ا  تعطق  ة�ف�ح�ا  �منيب 
.م�نأ نأ  لمآ  �نأو  ي�نيع  تضمغأ 

• • •

As the journey progressed, the inside of the bus got
very hot. I closed my eyes hoping to sleep.
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يبنارأ ب�جتس  له  ن�مأ ؟ يف  يمأ  نوكتس  له  .لزنم��  ينبذجي  ينهذ  لظ 
؟ ير�جشأ يقسي  نأ  يخا  ركذتيس  له  ��Aم ؟

• • •

But my mind drifted back home. Will my mother be
safe? Will my rabbits fetch any money? Will my
brother remember to water my tree seedlings?
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هددرا ت��ظ  .ةريبك�ا  ةنيدم�ا  يف  يمع  نطقي  نيأ  تركذت  قيرط�ا  يف 
.مون�� تد�خ  ىتح 

• • •

On the way, I memorised the name of the place
where my uncle lived in the big city. I was still
mumbling it when I fell asleep.
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ب�كر�ا ى�ع  يد�نم�ا  خارصو  بخ�ص  عرق  ى�إ  تظقيتسا  ت�ع�س ، عست  دعب 
.ة�ف�ح�ا جر�خ  تعرسأو  يتبيقح  تعزتنا  .ةيرق�ا  ى�إ  نيدئ�ع�ا 

• • •

Nine hours later, I woke up with loud banging and
calling for passengers going back to my village. I
grabbed my small bag and jumped out of the bus.
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ةبسن��ب .قرش�ا  ي�إ  ةدئ�ع  �هقيرط  قشتس  �بيرق  .ةعرسب  ئ�تمت  ة�ف�ح�ا  تن�ك 
.يمع نع  ثحبأ  نأ  ءيش  مهأ  ن�ك  ي�إ 

• • •

The return bus was filling up quickly. Soon it would
make its way back east. The most important thing
for me now, was to start looking for my uncle’s
house.
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