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.ديعب نم  
مد
ق ً ضم
غ�ا  حبش�ا  ىأر  نم  لوأ  يه  ةريغص�ا  ة
تف�ا  تن
ك 

• • •

It was a little girl who first saw the mysterious
shape in the distance.
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.لم
ح ةأرما  حبش  هن&ب  ة
تف�ا  تنيبت  
هنم ، ضم
غ�ا  لكش�ا  بارتق
بو 

• • •

As the shape moved closer, she saw that it was a
heavily pregnant woman.
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.ةع
جش لكب  نك�  لجخ�ا  ضعبب  
هنم ، تبرتقاو  ةأرم�ا  وحن  ة
تف�ا  تمدقت 
يه 
هتي
محب  موقن  فوس  
ننيب . ةأرم�ا  هذهب  ظفتحن  نأ  
ني<ع  ة
تف�ا ”: لهأ  ل
ق 

”. 
هريغصو

• • •

Shy but brave, the little girl moved nearer to the
woman. “We must keep her with us,” the little girl’s
people decided. “We’ll keep her and her child safe.”
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يعفدا 
يه  : “ ةيرق�ا ء
سن  ت�
ق  .ريغص�ا  ةد
Fو  دعوم  ن
ح  ةزيجو  ةدم  دعبو 
 …”. ييييييييعفدا ء
م�ا …  ت
ه  ء
طغ�ا …  ت
ه  … 

• • •

The child was soon on its way. “Push!” “Bring
blankets!” “Water!” “Puuuuussssshhh!!!”
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ةمدص�ا لوه  نم  ءارو�ا  ى�إ  نزفق  دو�وم�ا  ةوسن�ا  تأر  
مدنعو  نك� ،
!” ر
مح “

• • •

But when they saw the baby, everyone jumped back
in shock. “A donkey?!”
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فوس نهن&ب  ن<ق  ضعب�ا  .ديدج�ا  دو�وم�ا  لوح  ن�د
جتي  ةوسن�ا  تأدب 
نم رخ&Fا  ضعب�ا  فوخت  
منيب  ك�ذب ، 
هندعو   F&نهن همأو  دو�وم�
ب  نظفتحي 

.ةيرق�ا ى<ع  مؤش  ريذن  
نوكي  دق  
مهنأ 

• • •

Everyone began to argue. “We said we would keep
mother and child safe, and that’s what we’ll do,”
said some. “But they will bring us bad luck!” said
others.
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مع ةريح  يف  
هسفن  ل&ست  ديدج ، نم  ةديحو  
هسفن  ةأرم�ا  تدجو  اذكهو 

هسفنبو. قرخ&Fا  لفط�ا  اذهب  ه<عفت  نأ  نكمي 

• • •

And so the woman found herself alone again. She
wondered what to do with this awkward child. She
wondered what to do with herself.
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.همأ نFTا  يهو  
هنبا  ر
مح�ا  اذهف  رم&Fا ، لوبق  ى�إ  ريكفت�ا  
هب  ىهتناو 

• • •

But finally she had to accept that he was her child
and she was his mother.
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أدب شحج�ا  نك�  .رم&Fا   F
ف<تخ ريغص�ا  همجح  ى<ع  ظف
ح  شحج�ا  نأ  و�و 
ى<ع رد
ق  ريغ  ن
كو  
هرهظ . ى<ع  ه<مح  م&Fا  ن
كمYب  دعي  م�  ىتح  ربكيو  ربكي 

بعت�
ب م&Fا  تسحأ  .ك�ذ  لو
ح  
مهمو  لعف  
مهم  نييمدFTا  كو<س  ك<سي  نأ 
.ت
ناويح�ا 
هب  موقي  ل
مع&ب  
ن
يحأ  هف<كت  تن
كو  ط
بحFYاو ،

• • •

Now, if the child had stayed that same, small size,
everything might have been different. But the
donkey child grew and grew until he could no
longer fit on his mother’s back. And no matter how
hard he tried, he could not behave like a human
being. His mother was often tired and frustrated.
Sometimes she made him do work meant for
animals.

10



نم 
Fو  ه<عفي  
م  فرعي   F
 وه  ذإ  .ك
بتر
Fاو  بضغ�
ب  روعش  ر
مح�ا  لخادب  
من 
ةجرد� ه
هتنم  ر
مح�
ب  بضغ�ا  غ<ب  م
ي&Fا ، نم  موي  يفو  .نوكي  فيك  
Fو  نوكي 


ضرأ. 
هعقوأو  هbمأ  لكر  هنا 

• • •

Confusion and anger built up inside Donkey. He
couldn’t do this and he couldn’t do that. He couldn’t
be like this and he couldn’t be like that. He became
so angry that, one day, he kicked his mother to the
ground.
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بر
هً ىربناو  همأ  قح  يف  هنم  ردب  
م�  ديدش�ا  لجخ�
ب  
هدعب  ر
مح�ا  رعش 
.اًديعب

• • •

Donkey was filled with shame. He started to run
away as far and fast as he could.
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ر
مح�
ب اذYف  ن
كم�ا  ى<ع  ه�ودس  ىخرأ  دق  م
<ظ�ا  ن
ك  يرج�ا ، نع  فقوت  
م�و 
: ىدص�ا عجر  ددريو  و
ه ”؟ هييه …  : “ م
<ظ<� سمهي  هب  اذإو  هقيرط  عيضي 

ى�إ د<خو  هسفن  ى<ع  موكتف  اديحو  هسفن  ر
مح�ا  دجو  و
ه .”؟ هييه …  “
.برطضم قيمع  مون 

• • •

By the time he stopped running, it was night, and
Donkey was lost. “Hee haw?” he whispered to the
darkness. “Hee Haw?” it echoed back. He was alone.
Curling himself into a tight ball, he fell into a deep
and troubled sleep.

13



رظن .هيف  
قدحم ً هسأر  دنع  
فقاو ً 
بيرغ ً 
خيش ً دجو  همون ، نم  ق
فتسا  
مدنعو 
.لم&Fا نم  صيصبب  رعشي  أدبو  خيش�ا  ينيع  يف  ر
مح�ا 

• • •

Donkey woke up to find a strange old man staring
down at him. He looked into the old man’s eyes and
started to feel a twinkle of hope.
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ن
نث
Fا عمتسا  .شيع<�  ةديدع  بي�
سأ  هم<عف  خيش�ا ، عم  شيع<�  ر
مح�ا  لقتنا 

عم. اريثك  
كحضو  
نو
عتو  
مهضعب  نم  ريثك�ا  
م<عتو  
مهضعب  ى�إ 

• • •

Donkey went to stay with the old man, who taught
him many different ways to survive. Donkey listened
and learned, and so did the old man. They helped
each other, and they laughed together.
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.لبج�ا ةمق  ى�إ  ه<محي  نأ  ر
مح�ا  نم  خيش�ا  ب<ط  م
ي&Fا ، دحأ  ح
بص  يفو 

• • •

One morning, the old man asked Donkey to carry
him to the top of a mountain.
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هن&بو ةضيرم  همأ  ن&ب  ر
مح�ا  م<ح  .مون�ا  ى�إ  ن
نث
Fا  د<خ  بحس�ا ، نيب  ك
نهو 
، همون نم  ق
فتسا  
مدنعو  .هيد
نت 

• • •

High up amongst the clouds they fell asleep.
Donkey dreamed that his mother was sick and
calling to him. And when he woke up…
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.خيش�ا هقيدص  اذكو  تفتخا ، دق  مويغ�ا  دجو 

• • •

… the clouds had disappeared along with his friend,
the old man.
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.ه<عف هي<ع  بجي  
م  ر
مح�ا  فرع  
هدنع ،

• • •

Donkey finally knew what to do.
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ن
نث
Fا قدح  .دوقفم�ا  
هنبا  يثرت  ةديحو  همأ  دجو  تيب�ا  ى�إ  هعوجر  ىد�و 
.ار
ح 
ق
نع  رخFTا  
مهنم  لك  قن
ع  مث  ة<يوط  ةرتف�  
مهضعب  يف 

• • •

Donkey found his mother, alone and mourning her
lost child. They stared at each other for a long time.
And then hugged each other very hard.
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ى�إ 
بنج ً م
<س  يف  شي
عت<�  ةديدع  
<بس ً 
مهيسفن�  ادجوو  
عم ً همأو  ر
مح�ا  ربك 
.همأو ر
مح�ا  لوح  رقتست  ىرخأ  ت
<ئ
ع  تأدب  
ئيشف ،ً 
ئيشو ً .بنج 

• • •

The donkey child and his mother have grown
together and found many ways of living side by
side. Slowly, all around them, other families have
started to settle.
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