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BabycuH ropog 6ys vuynosuin. Tam 6yno 6arato
COpro, nNpoca i MaHioKy (toKn). Ane HankpaLmm
6ynn 6aHaHn. Xoya 6abyca mana 6arato BHYKIB,
S TAEMHO 3Hana, Wwo A 6yna HanynwobneHiwa.
BoHa 4acTo 3anpoulyBana MeHe o cebe. BoHa
3aB)XAM PO3MoBifgana MeHi MasieHbKi CeKpeTu.
Ane 6yB 0OVH CeKpeT, AKNN BOHA MeHi HiKonn He
po3Ka3yBarna: ae no3pisanv 6aHaHu.

Grandma'’s garden was wonderful, full of
sorghum, millet, and cassava. But best of all
were the bananas. Although Grandma had
many grandchildren, I secretly knew that I was

her favourite. She invited me often to her house.

She also told me little secrets. But there was one
secret she did not share with me: where she
ripened bananas.

MNi3HiWwe TOro Beyopa MeHe NoKNNKanu Mama,
TaTo i 6abycs. 4 3Hana yomy. Beeyepi, konu 1
n[rna cnaTu, 8 3Hana, wo binbLue Hikonn He
Byay KpacTu Hi y 6abyci, Hi y 6aTbKiB, |,
3BMYANHO, Hi y 6yab-KOro iHLworo.

Later that evening I was called by my mother
and father, and Grandma. I knew why. That
night as I lay down to sleep, I knew I could never
steal again, not from grandma, not from my
parents, and certainly not from anyone else.
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Byno gyxe wikaBo crnoctepiratu 3a 6abyceto,
6aHaHaMun, 6aHaHOBUM NTNCTAM | BE/IMKOIO
CONoM’'sIHO0 Kop3uHoto. Ane 6abycs Bignpasuna
MeHe No SKicb crnpasi 4o mamu. “babycio, byab
nacka, 403BOJ/Ib MeHi NOAMBUTUCD, K TU
roTyewl...” “He 6yab BnepToto, AUTUHKO, pobu, K
S1 CKa3ana”, - ckasasia BOHa, i 9 nina.

It was so interesting watching Grandma, the
bananas, the banana leaves and the big straw
basket. But Grandma sent me off to my mother
on an errand. “Grandma, please, let me watch
as you prepare...” “Don’t be stubborn, child, do
as you are told,” she insisted. I took off running.

HacTtynHoro gHs, konu 6abyca 36upana oBoui y
ropogi, 9 TUXeHbKO NpoKpanacsa y 6yanHOK i
3arnsiHyna y kop3uHy. Maike Bci 6aHaHn 6ynn
[03pini. 4 He cTpyManacs i B3ana 4otupu. Konwu
A WA Ha Nanb4YynKax 4o ABepen, A noyyna, aK
6abycs kawnana Hagsopi. MeHi Boanocs
3axoBaTu 6aHaHW Nig, CyKHIO | NPONTM NOB3
6abyctio.

The following day, when grandma was in the
garden picking vegetables, I sneaked in and
peered at the bananas. Nearly all were ripe. I
couldn't help taking a bunch of four. As I tiptoed
towards the door, I heard grandma coughing
outside. I just managed to hide the bananas
under my dress and walked past her.
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Yepes aBa gHi 6abyca nonpocuna meHe
NPUHECTU il LiNOK i3 cnanbHi. AK Tinbkn g
BiKpWUNa ABepi, 4 Bigvyna cUabHUA 3anax
Ao3pinux 6aHaHiB. Y KiMHaTi ctosina 6abycnHa
Be/IMKa YapiBHa CONoOM’'sHa Kop3uHa. BoHa byna
nobpe 3axoBaHa Mig CTapoto KoBapoto. A
nigHsaMa KOBAPY | MOHKOXana uen ANBOBKHUN
3anax.

Two days later, Grandma sent me to fetch her
walking stick from her bedroom. As soon as I
opened the door, I was welcomed by the strong
smell of ripening bananas. In the inner room
was grandma’s big magic straw basket. It was
well hidden by an old blanket. I lifted it and
sniffed that glorious smell.

BabycurH ronoc 3acTaB MeHe 3HeHalbKa, KoM
BOHa Noknkana mexe: “LLo Tm Tam pobuw?
Mocniwn i npuHecn MeHi uinok.” 4 nobirna i
BMHecNa LinoK. “"YomMy T nocmixaewuca?”-
3anuTana 6abycs. il nuTaHHA 3Mycuno MeHe
3PO3yMiTH, LWLO A AOCi NOCMixanacs Bif TOro, Lo
Ai3Hanacsa npo ii YapisHe micue.

Grandma’s voice startled me when she called,
“What are you doing? Hurry up and bring me
the stick.” I hurried out with her walking stick.
“What are you smiling about?” Grandma asked.
Her question made me realise that I was still
smiling at the discovery of her magic place.



