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When Simbegwire’s mother died, she was very
sad. Simbegwire’s father did his best to take
care of his daughter. Slowly, they learned to feel
happy again, without Simbegwire’s mother.
Every morning they sat and talked about the day
ahead. Every evening they made dinner
together. After they washed the dishes,
Simbegwire’s father helped her with homework.
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“Hello Simbegwire, your father told me a lot
about you,” said Anita. But she did not smile or
take the girl's hand. Simbegwire’s father was
happy and excited. He talked about the three of
them living together, and how good their life
would be. “My child, I hope you will accept Anita
as your mother,” he said.
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The next week, Anita invited Simbegwire, with
her cousins and aunt, to the house for a meal.
What a feast! Anita prepared all of Simbegwire’s
favourite foods, and everyone ate until they
were full. Then the children played while the
adults talked. Simbegwire felt happy and brave.
She decided that soon, very soon, she would
return home to live with her father and her
stepmother.
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After a few months, Simbegwire’s father told S9 dbg> L)) 3 G 65> )F Spwgl.
them that he would be away from home for a
while. “T have to travel for my job,” he said. “But I

know you will look after each other.” Simbegwire was playing with her cousins when
Simbegwire’s face fell, but her father did not she saw her father from far away. She was
notice. Anita did not say anything. She was not scared he might be angry, so she ran inside the
happy either. house to hide. But her father went to her and

said, “Simbegwire, you have found a perfect
mother for yourself. One who loves you and
understands you. I am proud of you and I love
you.” They agreed that Simbegwire would stay
with her aunt as long as she wanted to.
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One morning, Simbegwire was late getting out
of bed. “You lazy girl!” Anita shouted. She pulled
Simbegwire out of bed. The precious blanket
caught on a nail, and tore in two.
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Simbegwire’'s aunt took the child to her own
house. She gave Simbegwire warm food, and
tucked her in bed with her mother’s blanket.
That night, Simbegwire cried as she went to
sleep. But they were tears of relief. She knew
her aunt would look after her.

13



‘uayel
pey Jayiey} Jay peoJ ayy pamoj|o} ays ‘asnoy ays
1J9| pue ‘pooy awos paxyded 1axue|q s, ayow
Jay Jo sa331d ay3 »001 ays ‘swoy wouy Aeme
unJ 03 papidap ays 1asdn Aian sem asimbaquiis

's60p glo < i i €

6|<F i |6 b $6¢0 66qp+ @mh @wp R (T Yo

T ¢ << o6C ¢ S S 060 |6 6 <v <6|r0 M ﬂh (o
(Cprrrp ¢ <1p 6o T i(isto 65t £ (> 5600 6criry

cl

SEN
140JWO0) 0] paly pue [416 931 ay3 pabbny une
J9H "9941 9yl W04} UMop quii|d 03 aimbaquiis
padjay pue buiysem paddois uswom Jaylo

9UL .iPIY2 s ayroaqg Aw ‘sumbaquuis,, ‘paLd ays
‘J9)ue|q |nyJNoj0d Jo sadald aya pue |11b sy mes
9US UBYM "9341 Y3 03Ul dn pa) 00| UewWOM SIyL

66761p |6 € |18 (0 £ anep 6To

603 o (JeirsTp qréd ¢ (([rivr<h ((6¢ e fp FHC 5
(toirg(? 6c(6(11 6 ¢ ((prirey oo & ooy 65T0 < v
ST} (0] € 6C6C (66574, 6(5h tineeh @ € 5176
(o5 SO (60 83 Be ey (6 Ligh £ Ty




S$29) S99 (53 4 lg (Sga 42 o) 19y plile o S
9> I )l OB 3 0 63 9SS ) Gig 3 gl dlisg 5 g
fdig (S)aiiw 0w G5 d oS 0309 2 9l xS 29> S

ol (P35 0) U ipdguiny 0) U S)90 «5)g0 (590"

4 diwo 0)9) 0w Loj o HNy . S3u>)S digly Ay dSSun
PIgunp) 0) U Se5) dipn dS &5 «S)yg0 (S))"

When it came to evening, she climbed a tall tree
near a stream and made a bed for herself in the
branches. As she went to sleep, she sang:
“Maama, maama, maama, you left me. You left
me and never came back. Father doesn't love
me anymore. Mother, when are you coming
back? You left me.”
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The next morning, Simbegwire sang the song
again. When the women came to wash their
clothes at the stream, they heard the sad song
coming from the tall tree. They thought it was
only the wind rustling the leaves, and carried on
with their work. But one of the women listened
very carefully to the song.
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