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O kATo¢ TN MNayldg Atav KatarmAnKTkog,
YEUATOG ato oopyo, kexpl, kat kacapa. ANA to
KQAUTEPO artd OAa ftav oL puravaveg. Napolo
TIou N NayLa eiye TIOAAG gyyovLa, eyw Kpuda
A&epa OTL oLV N ayattnuevn tng. Auth Pe
TIPOOKAAOUCE cuYVA OTO OTI{TL TNG. AuTHh akoua
Mou &lTte Alya HUOTLIKA. ANG UTTHPXE €va HUOTLKO
TIOU 8€V HOLPAOTNKE PE HEVA: TIOU wpipade T
MTTAVAVEG.

Grandma'’s garden was wonderful, full of
sorghum, millet, and cassava. But best of all
were the bananas. Although Grandma had
many grandchildren, I secretly knew that I was
her favourite. She invited me often to her house.
She also told me little secrets. But there was one
secret she did not share with me: where she
ripened bananas.

ApyOoTepa eKelVO TO ATIOYEUPA HE KANEDE N
MNTEPA OV KaL O Ttateépag pou, kat n riayid.
Evw A&epa yiati. Ekeivn Tn vuxta kabBwg emneoa
va Kolpnbw, eyw N&epa otL dgv propouvoa va
KAeYw Eava, oute amo tn MNayid, oUuTe ato Toug
yoveig pou, kat BEBata ovte amod kavevav ANo.

Later that evening I was called by my mother
and father, and Grandma. I knew why. That
night as I lay down to sleep, I knew I could never
steal again, not from grandma, not from my
parents, and certainly not from anyone else.
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"Htav tooo gvélapEpov va tapakoAoubw tn
ruayld, TG pravaveg, ta GuAa pravavag Kat to
peyaho Padvo KaAdBL. ANG n MNayLd e eotelle
OTNV KNTEPA HOU yLa pLa Souleld. «Mayiag, o
TTapakaAw, apnoe e va tapakohouvbw 6co
nipoetolpaleocal...» «Mnv gioat TEELOPATAPLKO,
TtaLdi, KAve 0,TL 00U AEven ETIEUELVE. Zekivnoa
TpEXOVTAC.

It was so interesting watching Grandma, the
bananas, the banana leaves and the big straw
basket. But Grandma sent me off to my mother
on an errand. “Grandma, please, let me watch
as you prepare...” “Don’t be stubborn, child, do
as you are told,” she insisted. I took off running.

Tnv emoOpevn PEPQ, OTAV N yLayLld Atav oTo KATIO
Hadevovtag Aayxavikd, PTrKka peoa kat koitaga
TIPOOEKTIKA TLG PTTAVAVEG. 2XESOV OAEC ATAV
WPLHEG. A€ ywotav va pnv apw pLa deopida
TEOOAPWV. MNepTTaTtwVTag OTLG HUTEC TWV TIOSLWV
TIPOG TN TIOPTa, Akouaoa tn ylayla va BAxEL eSw.
MOALG Katadepa va KpUYP W TLG KTTAVAVEG KATW
ato to GOPEPA OV KAl TIEPTIATNOA UTIPOOTA
ne.

The following day, when grandma was in the
garden picking vegetables, I sneaked in and
peered at the bananas. Nearly all were ripe. I
couldn’t help taking a bunch of four. As I tiptoed
towards the door, I heard grandma coughing
outside. I just managed to hide the bananas
under my dress and walked past her.
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A0 pEPEC apyoTePQq, N MNayla pe €0Telhe va
bEPW TO PTTAOTOUVL TNE aTtO TO UTIVOSWHATLO
TNG. MOALG dvol&a Tn TopTa, e KAAWOOPLOE N
duvath pupwdLd TtNG wpipavong Twv Pmavavwvy.
2TO0 E0WTEPLKO SWHATLO ATAV TO HEYANO PAYLKO
Pabvo kahabL tng ylaylag. Auto ftav Kaid
KPUMHEVO aTIO pLa TIalld KouBepta. Tnv OAKwoa
Kal pupLoa autr Tnv uttiepoyn Hupwdsla.

Two days later, Grandma sent me to fetch her
walking stick from her bedroom. As soon as I
opened the door, I was welcomed by the strong
smell of ripening bananas. In the inner room
was grandma'’s big magic straw basket. It was
well hidden by an old blanket. I lifted it and
sniffed that glorious smell.

H dwvnA tng Nayldg pe Eadviaoce otav dpwvage:
«TL Kavelg, Kave ypriyopa kat ¢pEpe pou to
UTIaoTOUVW». 'ETpe&a BLAOTIKA UE TO UTTACTOUVL
NC. «TL YauoyeAdg;» pwtnoe n Nayd. H
€PWTNON TNG HUE EKAVE VA CUVELONTOTIOLOW OTL
aKOpa yapoyeAovoa otnv avakdaiuyn tou
MayLkoU TG TOTIoU.

Grandma'’s voice startled me when she called,
“What are you doing? Hurry up and bring me
the stick.” I hurried out with her walking stick.
“What are you smiling about?” Grandma asked.
Her question made me realise that I was still
smiling at the discovery of her magic place.



