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‘Otav rteBave n pNteEpa tng, N ZLUmeyKouipe Atav
TIOAU AuTtnuévn. O TtatEPag Tng ZLUTIEYKOUIpE
€Kave OTL prtopouoe yia va dpovtidel Tnv Kopn
TOU. Z1y& owyq, £pabav Twg va ylvovtat
XQpOoUHEVOL TIAAL, XwpIC TN MNTEPA TNG
Ziureykouipe. Kabe mpwi kdBovtav kat
HL\ovoav yLa tTnv vea nuepa. Kabe Bpdadu
eptiayvav deirvo padl. Meta to TAUGLUO Tou
TILATOU, O TIATEPAG TNG ZLUTIEYKOUIpE TNV
BonBouoe e TNV epyacia tou oyoAsiou.

When Simbegwire’s mother died, she was very
sad. Simbegwire’s father did his best to take
care of his daughter. Slowly, they learned to feel
happy again, without Simbegwire’s mother.
Every morning they sat and talked about the day
ahead. Every evening they made dinner
together. After they washed the dishes,
Simbegwire’s father helped her with homework.
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«[€Ld OOV ZLUTIEYKOUIPE, O TIATEPAG OOU HOU E(TIE
TIOAAA yLa ogvax €itte n Avita. AN\G Sev
XQapoyeAaoe oUTE TIAPE TO XEPL TOU KopLtolou. O
TIATEPAG TNG ZLUTIEYKOU{PE NTAV XAPOUHEVOC KAl
gevBouoLaopEvos. MIAOUGOE yLa TOUg TPELG TOUG
va {Aoouv padi, kat yla Tooo KaAn 8a Atav n
{wn) toug. «Matdi pov, eAttidw va dexteig tnv
Avita w¢ unNTEPa oou» €lTIE.

“Hello Simbegwire, your father told me a lot
about you,” said Anita. But she did not smile or
take the girl's hand. Simbegwire’s father was
happy and excited. He talked about the three of
them living together, and how good their life
would be. “My child, I hope you will accept Anita
as your mother,” he said.

Tnv entdpevn Béopada, n Avita TTPooKANEDE TN
ZuTeykouipe, padl pe ta EadepdLa tng kat tn
Bela tng, oto omitL yia €va yevpua. TuyoptA! H
Av(ta etoipaoce 6Aa ta ayarnueva ¢ayntd tng
ZLUTIEYKOU(PE, KaL 0 kaBevag epaye PEYPL TIOU
xoptaocav. Metd ta rtawdid ematav evw ot
evnALKoL pthovoav. H Ziuteykouipe Eviwoe
Xapoupevn kat yevvaia. Artopdoioe otL
oUVTOuQ, TIOAU ouvtopa, Ba emeatpede ottitL va
{AOEL PE ToV TTaTEPA TNG KAl TNV PNTpLa Tnge.

The next week, Anita invited Simbegwire, with
her cousins and aunt, to the house for a meal.
What a feast! Anita prepared all of Simbegwire’s
favourite foods, and everyone ate until they
were full. Then the children played while the
adults talked. Simbegwire felt happy and brave.
She decided that soon, very soon, she would
return home to live with her father and her
stepmother.
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Metd arod Alyoug Prveg, 0 TTaTEPAG TNG

2 LUTIEYKOU(pE TOoUG £lTe OTL Ba ivat pakpld amno
TO oTi{TL yLa Atyo. «lpemeL va Ta&léePw yia tn
S0UAELA pou» glTte. «ANAA EEpw OTL Ba
dpovtioete 0 vag Tov AAN0.» TO TIPOCWTIO TNG
Zutteykouipe ANage, aAla o Ttatepag tng Sev To
ntapatfpnoe. H Avita bev eime tirota. Oute
auTnA ATav Xapoupevn.

After a few months, Simbegwire’s father told
them that he would be away from home for a
while. “I have to travel for my job,” he said. “But I
know you will look after each other.”
Simbegwire’s face fell, but her father did not
notice. Anita did not say anything. She was not
happy either.

H Zwumeykouipe €mawle pe ta EadepdLa tng otav
€(6¢€ Tov matépa tng ano pakpLd. PoPronke otL
(owg elvat Bupwpevog, £toL €Tpeke peoa oto
ottt va kpudtel. AN\G o TTaTEPAG TG THYE
KOVTA TN Kal E(TIE: «ZLUTIEYKOUIPE, EXELG BPEL
ML TEAELO PNTEPQA YLA TOV EQUTO cou. Mia Ttou
o€ ayardsl kat os katahaBaivel. Eyw sipat
Tiepr)davog yLa ogva Kat o€ ayarw.»
Zupdwvnoav OTL N ZuTieykouipe Ba epeve e TN
Bela tnG 600 Kalpod autr rBeAe.

Simbegwire was playing with her cousins when
she saw her father from far away. She was
scared he might be angry, so she ran inside the
house to hide. But her father went to her and
said, “Simbegwire, you have found a perfect
mother for yourself. One who loves you and
understands you. I am proud of you and I love
you.” They agreed that Simbegwire would stay
with her aunt as long as she wanted to.
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‘Eva Tipwi, N ZpTieykouipe apynoe va onkwoel
ato to KpeRAtL. «TeUTEALKO Kopita» pwvate n
Av(ta. Autr tnv tpapné&e €&w amo to kpefatt. H
TIOAUTLN KOUBEPTA TILAOTNKE O€ €va VUYL, Kal
oxlotnke ota dvo.

One morning, Simbegwire was late getting out
of bed. “You lazy girl!” Anita shouted. She pulled
Simbegwire out of bed. The precious blanket
caught on a nail, and tore in two.

H Bela tng Zwumeykouipe Tir)pe to atdi oTo SLko
NG oTitt. ' Edwoe otnv Ziumeykouipe {eoto
baynTo, Kat tnv €Bale 0TO KPEPATL YE TNV
KOuB€pta tng uNtepag tng. Ekeivn tn vouxta, n
ZLUTIEYKOU(pE EKAaLye KaBWC £TIECE yLa UTIVO.
AN\G auta ntav Sakpua avakoudlong. ‘HEepe
OTL N Bela tng Ba tnv Pppovtile.

Simbegwire’s aunt took the child to her own
house. She gave Simbegwire warm food, and
tucked her in bed with her mother’s blanket.
That night, Simbegwire cried as she went to
sleep. But they were tears of relief. She knew
her aunt would look after her.
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To Bpddu, okappdlwoe os eva YnAod Sevtpo
KOVTA O€ £va TIOTAL KaL EKAVE Eva KPERATL yLa
TOV £QUTO TN pEoa ota kKAadia. Kabwg emeoe
yla UTtvo, Tpayoudnoe: « Maapd, paaud, paapd,
pE Adnoec. Me adnoecg kat tote dev NPBeC Tiow.
O matepag Sev pe ayaradel a. Mntepa, rote Ba
€pBeLg tiow; Me ddnoeg.»

When it came to evening, she climbed a tall tree
near a stream and made a bed for herself in the
branches. As she went to sleep, she sang:
“Maama, maama, maama, you left me. You left
me and never came back. Father doesn’t love
me anymore. Mother, when are you coming
back? You left me.”
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To emtépevo TpwWi, N ZLuTeykouipe tpayoudnoe
TO TpayoUusL TaAL. ‘Otav ot yuvaikeg Apbav va
TIAUVOUV Ta pOoUY A TOUG OTO TIOTAL, AKouoQav TO
AUTINPEVO TpayoUSL TIou pxotav aro to YnAo
SEVTpo. ZKEDGTNKAV OTL ATAV O AVELOC TIOU
peTakwvel Ta GUNQ, Kal cuvexLoav thn SoUAELd
TOUG. ANAG L aTTO TLG YUVALKEG AKOUOE TIOAU
TIPOCEKTLKA TO TpayousL.

The next morning, Simbegwire sang the song
again. When the women came to wash their
clothes at the stream, they heard the sad song
coming from the tall tree. They thought it was
only the wind rustling the leaves, and carried on
with their work. But one of the women listened
very carefully to the song.
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