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ەوەروود هل  هك   	
وو  	
��وو
ح 
حك �� یكٚ را
ح  مهكه��   	
وٚ
	
.ی���� ىوا�	�مو�ك  یك  ه���مرا �

• • •

It was a little girl who first saw the
mysterious shape in the distance.
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!ر 	� ��ٚ ك 
	 هك ی �� �� ٔ	 ی 
	 ،وه �	 ەووٚ �ر �� ا �هك �% �مر�� �ك مهك ،مهك ه� ��ٚ %�
�كوود �� �	ا .ه

• • •

As the shape moved closer, she saw that it
was a heavily pregnant woman.
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>ر ��ٚ �ك ا 
� ى ��ٚ 
	 و ەوهك وو �ك �ں 
	 ەروه ��ه اد ەوهكه �� ك 
ح و ی ا !س هكهك
	
 �� ل�مه هٚ ��د ەدرو ،ەدرو ،ى !ر .ەوه � �� ا 
	 �ں 
ح وٚ اروٚ و 
ح ��روٚ ا �ر �ں روٚ ى

	
 وو �ں . 	� �� !س ه � 
ح ٔ	 یٚ اوه 
	وروەد �ں ره ل ى ��د �ں ��ه و ه هك !س
• • •

The donkey child and his mother have
grown together and found many ways of
living side by side. Slowly, all around them,
other families have started to settle.

22



�%���ر�	 هكه�	!ر  هل   	
هكهكو
ح ه
حك  ه�	ا��ا�رأ	   	
ماٚ'ه ەوهمره!س ،  	
ه
: 	
اد�	ا��را��ر  	
�ںوو  	
هكهكو
ح ه
حك  لٚه�كهل  هك  ىه�	اوهٔ	   	
.ەووٚ

یٚ
	ەد  	ٔ�� همٚ  	
��ه .ەوه���ٚ�لٚ �ں�موٚ�ح   '�ى هل  ��ل  ەرٚ وهٔ	  یٚ
	ەد   	ٔ�� همٚ “
” 	
�
��را .�ں���رٚ ىهكهٚلاد��م  ىوٚ�ح و 

• • •

Shy but brave, the little girl moved nearer
to the woman. “We must keep her with us,”
the little girl’s people decided. “We’ll keep
her and her child safe.”
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ی!سوٚر �
ه و  ، 	
وو ا���	ه �  هك  ەوه ���د  یك��اد  ��و�ك  ��ردٚ هكە!رٚ
هل �ںا��وا
ح  روٚ�ر  یكه��ەو�م   	
وٚ  	
.وو ىهكهٚلاد��م  ی�	اد �سەدهل 

اد��ر �كه��  	
ه ��مأ	  �ںا���رٚ یمره�ك   	
ه روٚ�ر   �
�ںا!سا  	
.ى>ر ىر �كه�� 
.درك

• • •

Donkey found his mother, alone and
mourning her lost child. They stared at
each other for a long time. And then
hugged each other very hard.
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ح ا ر !هكوٚ ” “	� 
� یٚ ��ٚ 
� ەو ٚلا 
	“ ی ل .وو اده �� 
�ك �	وو ��م ی ��ك ی لاد هكهٚ
! ”	� 
� یٚ ��ٚ 
� ەو ٚلا !ی أ	“ ” !و ” “	
 ��ٚ �� ه

• • •

The child was soon on its way. “Push!”
“Bring blankets!” “Water!”
“Puuuuussssshhh!!!”
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 �ك 
ح . ٮ 
	ەد ی ٚ�� � هك یٚ �ك ��ه �� !س ٔ	رهس  = �	ه 
ح ا �ك م ٚ��و ٚ��رد !ر هكە
• • •

Donkey finally knew what to do.

20



ەوه����م�سرهس  	
ه �ںا��وومهه  ، 	
ی���� �ںا��هكهٚلاد��م  �ںاوهٔ	  یٚ ��ك 
”؟ ��و�ك ��ردٚ ��!رٚ ٚ%�  “ .ەوه�	ا!سك

• • •

But when they saw the baby, everyone
jumped back in shock. “A donkey?!”
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�
ەر�� ��>رو�ه ، ی!سهكٚ �ه  ەور هه �مه�	را��د ،	
�ںوو �ں�كەروهه 
�
.هكوا��

• • •

… the clouds had disappeared along with
his friend, the old man.
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�	هه ٚ��د ��ك ا درك �ں �ں ٚلا 7همەد . 
	 یٚ ەد درك ه �� �س ا ��وومهه �ں ا �ں
��مهك لاد اد و هٚ �� ل ک 
� ه ا ٚ��ر �ر �ك ا ر 
	 ى �ك ەدیٚ �م �و ٔ	 �ں ��ٚ �ك“ :هم �� �و ا �ں

	� ٚ��د ��ك !س �� ا 
	 هه�ں اٚ'ه 
	 ،”م ��هك ەر�ك �ں ٔ	 !س 
	ەد وه �� ،یٚ 
	�ں هك
! ٚ��د” �� �	 �ں �هه ٔ	 ی �هم �مه	� �ك“ :ه �� �و ا �ں

• • •

Everyone began to argue. “We said we
would keep mother and child safe, and
that’s what we’ll do,” said some. “But they
will bring us bad luck!” said others.
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ل ��ٚ وهك �ح . ٮ ��وه ا �كەروهه �ں ل �ں �	ه ا ل ەوەرهس و و ه
	
 �	ا �ك �	 و ی ه �ح وٚ !س 
	 هك ه �� �� اد ی �� ��ك �� 
	 ەوه �ح ه وه �ك ى ٚ��و ٚ��رد !ر هكە

هه… �ح ا �س ل وه ٔ	 ه ل اده ��ك وه �كەد وه . ٮ
• • •

High up amongst the clouds they fell
asleep. Donkey dreamed that his mother
was sick and calling to him. And when he
woke up…
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وهٔ	 .ەوه���م   	
�� سهكٚ ەرا
	وود  هكه�	!ر  هك   	
وو ەروٚ
ح   	
مه
وهٔ	  	
. ٮ�ك ەر��هس  هٚلاد��م  مهل  ی
ح  یٚ
	ەد  هك  ی�	ا�رەد��ه�	 

	
. ٮ�ك ی
ح  یٚ
	ەد  ىوٚ�ح  ىهٔ	  ی�	ا�رەد��ه�	 
• • •

And so the woman found herself alone
again. She wondered what to do with this
awkward child. She wondered what to do
with herself.
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ه هك  درك  هكەرهك  هل  ىاواد   �
هكەر��  �
ەوا�� ک  ه���	ا�� 	
ه ەر 	
ه
.��ه��ا��
ح ىهك �ول  رهس   	
وٚ  	
���
ىراوس  ٮا
• • •

One morning, the old man asked Donkey
to carry him to the top of a mountain.
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��م ٚلاد ��م ،ی لاد ٔ	 هٚ 
	 هك وه �	ادەوه �	اد ا ا �وٚك ی �� �� ل اد 
	 ه اٚ'ه م
اد �� ��ك �� ٔ	 .ی �ه ��وه �ح و !س ��وٚ ی �ه

• • •

But finally she had to accept that he was
her child and she was his mother.
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�ر ٔ	 روٚ 
	 ،وه !ر 
� ى �� ا 
� هكەو �� ل ەر �كه ه ر ا � لٚ ��وٚ !س �ك  = ٚ��و ٚ��رد !ر هك
�ك ٚ��و ٚ��رد !ر �7 .درك هكە ��ٚ درك ر !ر �ں �� ا 
	 �ں 
ح وٚ �� ا او �ر >ر ى ��ٚ �ك ه ى

او .درك 
� رهه ى �� ا هكەو 
� !س �� 
	 ،ەر �7 وو ��ٚ �ك درك و ر ٚ��و >ر ا �� ٚله ی
	� �� �ں 
�هك. ��ٚ 
�!س ەد ��ٚ �� ادهد و ەوهك ��ر �كه ا �� �ں ا ٔ	 ی �همر اوه �ں

• • •

Donkey went to stay with the old man, who
taught him many different ways to survive.
Donkey listened and learned, and so did
the old man. They helped each other, and
they laughed together.
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، �م	
ەوه��ا هلوٚك
ح  ەد�	ەوهٔ	  رهه  هكهٚلاد��م  ىەرا
	ه 7  ره�كهٔ	 
ا �هه هكهك!سا
ح   	
ماٚ'ه  	
.ا
	وو �راوا��
ح  �� �!س  ٚ%� وومهه  ه��ه�	اوهل 

یٚلوٚك  	
ه ��ل  ىاو  ٮ�هٚ ا �  وو
	ەد  ر �ەروه�ك  وەروه�ك   ٮ�هەد 
یٚلوهه ی ��ح  هس  	
ه روٚ�ر  ىەوهٔ	  لٚه�كهل  .ار���كەده�ٚ�لهه  یك��اد 
یك��اد  	
. ٮ�ك را ��7ە>ر  ��!7وٚرم  ٚ%� ووكەو  ی�	او ���ه�	   	
ماٚ'ه ادەد ،

را
ح ىٚد�	هه   	
.ەوه���� �سەده وو
	ەد  وود�	�م  را
حروٚ�ر  ٮهكه!س و 
	
.وو �ںاٚ'ە!رأ	  ىر�ك  هك   	
��ر�ك  ٮ�ك ٚ%� ەروٚ
ح  دركەد  ىرا
حا�	 

• • •

Now, if the child had stayed that same,
small size, everything might have been
different. But the donkey child grew and
grew until he could no longer fit on his
mother’s back. And no matter how hard he
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هك  	
ی����  �
ىر��  �
��وا�� یكٚ ا �سهه ، وه�ح  هل  هك  ��و�ك  ��ردٚ هكە!رٚ
ی�	�كەوا
ح ىا!س�مه �  وهٔ	   	
.ەو��>ر � �� ەوٚ ىوا
ح  ىرهس  رهسهل 

.درك او��ه  یكه��هكسور �   	
ه ی �سهه  درك و   �
��مەر�� ىهكەدرٚ
• • •

Donkey woke up to find a strange old man
staring down at him. He looked into the
old man’s eyes and started to feel a twinkle
of hope.
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tried, he could not behave like a human
being. His mother was often tired and
frustrated. Sometimes she made him do
work meant for animals.
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اد ،و �ه� �
 !س وو >را �س ،وه ا �ع ەو ا ادر ل �ں ٔ	و ه �ك ه� ��ٚ %�
��ەد: �ر >رە �	ا ا � اد د ��ر �ك�� ل ی ٔ	 ه 
	 وه و درك .وو >ر �ں ��ٚ �ك ی ٚ��و ٚ��رد !ر هكە

ەو �ح �� وٚ ٔ	 ى 
	 وه �	ه � .وو �� ٔ	 ا ��ادەد وه �	ەد .ەوه �ك !و ی ه �ه ” “ی
	� ا �ح وٚ !س وو 7 و .ەوه �ح لٚ ٚ��وه ك �	 ی ا 
ح و �ك درك و ەوو ل لوٚٚ 
�وٚ � هٚ ��ٚ %�

• • •

By the time he stopped running, it was
night, and Donkey was lost. “Hee haw?” he
whispered to the darkness. “Hee Haw?” it
echoed back. He was alone. Curling himself
into a tight ball, he fell into a deep and
troubled sleep.
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��و�ك  =سورد ��ردٚ ادهكە!رٚ ی�حا�	  وا�	هل  ی��ە>رو �  �ك و �� �ںوو
	!رٚ
وهٔ	 ی�	او �ەد��ه�	  وهٔ	  ەر�ك  ٮ�ك
	 و  مهٔ	  ی�	او �ەد��ه�	  وهٔ	   	
�
.وو

ی�	او �ەد��ه�	 وهٔ	  
	 و �� مهٔ	  =ٚ ��ەو  ی�	او �ەد��ه�	  وهٔ	   	
. ٮ�ك ەر�ك 
��!روٚ>ر ٚ%� هك  ىەوهٔ	  ا �   	
وو ە>روو �  ەد�	ەوهٔ	  وهٔ	   	
�� ٚ= . وهٔ	  ��ەو 

 : .اداد ىوە�ر   	
ه یك��اد  ��ه��هك!سول   	
ه
• • •

Confusion and anger built up inside
Donkey. He couldn’t do this and he couldn’t
do that. He couldn’t be like this and he
couldn’t be like that. He became so angry
that, one day, he kicked his mother to the
ground.
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ه ی�	او �  ا �هه  وهٔ	  ٮاٚ'هه و   	
.وو را�رهمره!س  ��و�ك  ��ردٚ هكە!رٚ
.ەوه �وهك روود  ���ح  ىارٚ

• • •

Donkey was filled with shame. He started
to run away as far and fast as he could.
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