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ً�مدا�� �صما�علا  ح���سلا  ىأر  �ںم  لوأ  �یه  �ەر���عصلا  �ەا��� لا  �#�"�ك 
.د��ع�" �ںم 

• • •

It was a little girl who first saw the
mysterious shape in the distance.
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ا أرم �س �ە �� �" ح �"أ لا ه  � �� ا �) �ە �� �� �� ��م ،�# لا �ه �ع ا م لا �ص �س ك �"و ل ا �� �� ار �ٮ
�ح م .ل

• • •

As the shape moved closer, she saw that it
was a heavily pregnant woman.
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لل �� �)�ع �)دع �س ��س �ەد ل ً�ل ��  � �س� وو �مه �ح أو ً�عم اد لا هم ��ك ر�مح ر
أ �ح ر �لٔ"�ع ى �" �ٮ أد �� ،�ٮ �س �� و أً� �س �� �ح أً� �� #� لإ . �ح ی �� �� �لس اً �� م �ی

أو لا .هم وح ر�مح �) ل �س�  � ر
• • •

The donkey child and his mother have
grown together and found many ways of
living side by side. Slowly, all around them,
other families have started to settle.
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�ںكل ل�ح�حلا  �صع���"  �ه��م ، �#�"ر����او  �ەأرملا  وح�"  �ەا��� لا  �#مد� �) 
�ەأرملا ە�ده�"  �ط� ��ح�"  �ںأ  ا����لع  �ەا��� لا ”: لهأ  لا��  .�هعا�ح�س  لك�" 

”. �هر���عصو �یه  �ه���)�مح�"  مو� �"  �ڡوس   "��.ا�����
• • •

Shy but brave, the little girl moved nearer
to the woman. “We must keep her with us,”
the little girl’s people decided. “We’ll keep
her and her child safe.”

4

�ه���"ا �ی�)ر�)  �ەد��حو  همأ  د�حو  ���لا �#� یلإ  هعو�حر  ىدلو 
لك �O�"�ع  م�)  �هل�)وط  �ەر��� ل  �مه�صع�"  �ی��  �ںا���)�>ا  �ٯدح  .دو� � ملا 

.ار�ح ا��ا��ع  ر�حٓ�>ا  �مه��م 
• • •

Donkey found his mother, alone and
mourning her lost child. They stared at
each other for a long time. And then
hugged each other very hard.
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"� �س �� ء لا لا �# �عص �� �>و .ر �ح دعوم �ەد و �ں �ح �� �ر �"و �ەدم �ە دع
لا…  �م �ه ء لا … �ٮ �ع �ط �ه ء ا … �ٮ ��د ع �ه �ی� لا“ :ا  � �)ر �ه

ا.”…  ��د �ع� �� �� �� �� �� �� �ی
• • •

The child was soon on its way. “Push!”
“Bring blankets!” “Water!”
“Puuuuussssshhh!!!”
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�� لع لع .ه �� �) ه �ح لا �م �# رع ر�مح ��ع ،�ڡ �هد
• • •

Donkey finally knew what to do.
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لوه �ںم  ءارولا  یلإ  �ں�ر� ��  دولوملا  �ەوس��لا  �ٮأر  �مد��عو  �ںكل ،
!” ر�مح  “ �همدصلا

• • •

But when they saw the baby, everyone
jumped back in shock. “A donkey?!”
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.�ح���سلا ه� �)دص  ا�دكو  ��حا ،� �#� د��  مو���علا  د�حو 
• • •

… the clouds had disappeared along with
his friend, the old man.
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�� ل لا �ں �� ع لا �ص �ح �)د لا .د لوم وح دو �) ل �� �ح ا لد لا �ں �� �" �ەوس أد �ٮ
،"� �د ل BC دعو"� > �ه �"ٔ� ه أو �ں �" هم لا لوم �) دو �ح�  � �ط وس �ں �" �ڡ �"أ ه �ں

لع �س ی �" مؤ �د (� �) ر �"وك �� ا �"أ د م �مه >ا �ں � �حٔ لا ر �� ع �) �ص �ح و �" �ڡ �� �� �م
لا  � �)ر �ه .

• • •

Everyone began to argue. “We said we
would keep mother and child safe, and
that’s what we’ll do,” said some. “But they
will bring us bad luck!” said others.
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"� أ لا �ں لح ر�مح لا م �� لإ .مو �)�>ا ی �� ا �ح �ں ل لا ،د حس #� "� �� ��هو �ں ا IC
،"� م همو ا �ں �س�  � ا ��عو �ٯ �) �مد �� ا �)د �"و .ه �"أ �)رم �ه �ص أ �ه هم

• • •

High up amongst the clouds they fell
asleep. Donkey dreamed that his mother
was sick and calling to him. And when he
woke up…
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�هس� �" لٔ�س�)  د�)د�ح ، �ںم  �ەد��حو  �هس� �"  �ەأرملا  �ٮد�حو  ا�دكهو 
.�هس� ���"و �ٯر�حٔ�>ا  ل� طلا  ا�ده�"  هلع� �)  �ںأ  �ںكم�)  �مع  �ەر��ح  �ی�� 

• • •

And so the woman found herself alone
again. She wondered what to do with this
awkward child. She wondered what to do
with herself.
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هلمح�) �ںأ  ر�محلا  �ںم  �ح���سلا  �#لط  ما�ٔ)�>ا ، دحأ  حا��ص  �ی��و 
.ل���حلا �هم��  یلإ 

• • •

One morning, the old man asked Donkey
to carry him to the top of a mountain.
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هو �"ا �ی �� لا �ه �� ر�مح �ده >ا ،ا � �� رمٔ �� و لإ ل لا ی ��  � �ك� �" ر �"او �ه �� ه ی
أ >ا .هم � �ںٓ

• • •

But finally she had to accept that he was
her child and she was his mother.
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�)دع أ �ەد ل�س �� #� �� لع لا ،هم �س �� لل عم �ح �ع� لا �س �"ا ر�مح ��  � ل
"� ع �ص م �مه لا �ں �ك� �� �)و ر لع �" �م ع �ص لإ �مه �)�>ا ی �� ا ا �ں �س� لل عم �ع� �س .

�ك .�عم� �� و ار �ص �)و �كح �ع �"و ا
• • •

Donkey went to stay with the old man, who
taught him many different ways to survive.
Donkey listened and learned, and so did
the old man. They helped each other, and
they laughed together.
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.رمٔ�>ا �Fل���ح�>  ر���عصلا  هم�حح  یلع  �ط���ح  �سح�حلا  �ںأ  ولو 
هلمح مٔ�>ا  �ں�كمإ�"  دع�)  مل  ی��ح  ر��ك�)و  ر��ك�)  أد�"  �سح�حلا  �ںكل 

�مدٓ�>ا���ں� ICولس  BCلس�)  �ںأ  یلع  ردا��  ر���ع  �ں�كو  .�هره�ط  یلع 
، طا��حٕ�>او �#ع��لا�"  مٔ�>ا  �#سحأ  .BCل�د  لو�ح  �مهمو  لع��  �مهم 

.�ٮا�"او��حلا �ه�"  مو� �)  ل�معأ�"  ا�"ا��حأ  ه� لك�)  �#�"�كو 
• • •

Now, if the child had stayed that same,
small size, everything might have been
different. But the donkey child grew and
grew until he could no longer fit on his
mother’s back. And no matter how hard he
tried, he could not behave like a human
being. His mother was often tired and
frustrated. Sometimes she made him do
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هسأر د��ع  اً� ��او  اً���)ر�ع  اً�ح���س  د�حو  همو�" ، �ںم  �ٯا� ��سا  �مد��عو 
رع�س�) أد�"و  �ح���سلا  �ی����ع  �ی��  ر�محلا  ر�ط�"   ���.ه� اً��دحم 

.لمٔ�>ا �ںم  ص��ص���" 
• • •

Donkey woke up to find a strange old man
staring down at him. He looked into the
old man’s eyes and started to feel a twinkle
of hope.
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work meant for animals.
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لع لودس ی أ ه ر �ح �� ی لا د �ط �ل �ك م لا ،�ں �ح ر �) �ںع �ى ��و F� لو �م
لل: �ط �ل �) م مه �" س إو ه �د �)رط ا  � �) ه �ص �� �" ع لا �� ر�مح إ �د لا ا �كم �ں

و �ح �ه .”؟د �ه … و� �� لا“ :ه دص ر ى �ح �)و ع �ه ”؟ددر �ه … و� �� “ه
�مع� O� "� لإ مو و ی �ح ل �" د  � لع هس �� ی �� و موك �ح� �" اد  � لا هس ر�مح

م �ص رط �ٮ .
• • •

By the time he stopped running, it was
night, and Donkey was lost. “Hee haw?” he
whispered to the darkness. “Hee Haw?” it
echoed back. He was alone. Curling himself
into a tight ball, he fell into a deep and
troubled sleep.
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�ڡرع�)  <� وه  �دإ  .ICا���)ر�>او  �#�ص�علا�"  روع�س  ر�محلا  ل�حاد�"  �م�" 
، ما�ٔ)�>ا �ںم  مو�)  �ی��و  .�ںوك�)  �ك �F� �>و  �ںوك�)  �ںم  �>و  هلع� �)  �م 

.ا�صرأ �هع��وأو  همَّأ  لكر  ه�"ا  �ه�حردل  ە�ه����م  ر�محلا�"  �#�ص�علا  �عل�" 
• • •

Confusion and anger built up inside
Donkey. He couldn’t do this and he couldn’t
do that. He couldn’t be like this and he
couldn’t be like that. He became so angry
that, one day, he kicked his mother to the
ground.
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همأ �Oح  �ی��  ه��م  رد�"  �مل  د�)د�سلا  ل�ح�حلا�"  �هدع�"  ر�محلا  رع�س 
.اًد��ع�" اً�"ر�ه  ىر���"او 

• • •

Donkey was filled with shame. He started
to run away as far and fast as he could.
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