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�سلا صُْ	حَّ  “ اهَمِسْاِ یَ	�عْمَ  .َ	ں��ِ	�سِ  ��سَ  عُْ اهَرُمُعُ  .ْ�ىالََ	ح  ەِِ	دهَ 
”. وُ	روكُوُ�'وُل  “ +�َ	عُل اهَِ �یِ	,   -� یعَدُْ ��َ�حلا .” دُ.

• • •

This is Khalai. She is seven years old.
Her name means ‘the good one’ in her
language, Lubukusu.
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��لا: ُ ُ+-رْ 0+َ ا لِ لِ َ�س �ح َ َ+-وَ ِ+ەرَ 0+ُ و َ��صَ لُ ا كُ حٍ َ	ح لَّ الَ َ+- ْ�ى َ+�سْ ��ْ 0+ِ ُ	ط
مِ لا َ	ں ِ��كَ �� اوَ رَ عْ َ	�طِ ا ،ا ��كْ َ رِ ��لا ،�ى ُ ُ+-رْ 0+َ ا َ�س لِ �ح َ َ�- َ+ەرَ أَ ا رْ �ح ُ “ِ>;و

لا.” اطً َ	ر <ح ��لا ِ ُ ُ+-رْ 0+َ ا لِ
• • •

Khalai wakes up and talks to the orange
tree. “Please orange tree, grow big and
give us lots of ripe oranges.”
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عَمَ  -+ َ�+ ُ�ٮدَّحََ +�0-رِطَ  اهَِ �یِ	,وَ  +هسَرَدْمَلا ، ِ یَلإِ  ْ�ىالََ	ح   -+ �یِ�سمَْ
ءَارَْ	صَ	ح �'اوَ  ْ0+ �یَ ْ �ىرَِ��كْا  �سعEFَْٔا ، ُ�ٮاَ �-أَ  َّ�+ اهَُ ِ>;وُ�حرْأَ   “ �سعEFَْٔا .ِ�ٮاَ

”. -+ �یّ	0ُ�حَ ِ اEَوَ 
• • •

Khalai walks to school. On the way she
talks to the grass. “Please grass, grow
greener and don’t dry up.”
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َ	ڡوسَ : “ -+ َ0+ لُوُ  -� مَُّ اًرَ	صْ	حأَ .”  Eَرا	لَاَ +-رُْ��لاَ  لُا+0ُ : “ ْ�ىالََ	ح  -+ َ�+ دُهََّ	�َ
�-دََل ْI<ِ ُ	ںوكُ��سَ  امََّ�'رُ  اهَدَعَْ�'  اًدَ	ع ، +-رُْ��لاَ  لَا+0ُ �س  +ەرََ�حَ َ  -� اَ ِ>;ارَأَ 

”. �یلِ اً�حَ	راطَ  +-رُْ�'  EFًا+0ُ
• • •

“The oranges are still green,” sighs
Khalai. “I will see you tomorrow orange
tree,” says Khalai. “Perhaps then you
will have a ripe orange for me!”
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ْ�'اِ 0+َ Eا ،ْ�ی Fٔ ْ	رَ اهَ أَ رُ -�ّ َ �+ُ أَ اهَ رْ �ح ُ ��لا“ ِ>;و َ .ر -�ّ َ ِ+ه Eا . Fٔ ْ	رَ اهَ أَ رِ امَ َ	ح مَ الَ َ+- ْ�ى رُّمُ
َ�س.” رِعْ َ	, �ى وْ أَ َ+ٯ َ	ص عَ I<ِ َٔا اEَِٔ ْ	ں َ+�سْ ��طِ ْ	رمُ عَ ً+ەرَهِ

• • •

Khalai passes wild flowers. “Please
flowers, keep blooming so I can put you
in my hair.”
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��لاَ، ُ ُ+-ر 0+ ا َ�س لِ �ح َ َ+- َ+ەرَ 	ر ُ ��لا ،رُو َ ��ْ L+ِ َِٕلا َ	ح ی الَ َ+- ْ�ى ْ	�عِ دُوعَ امَدَ
َ�'”؟ عْ اطَ دُ َ	ر �ح ً �' ا ُ ُ+-رْ 0+َ لِا I<ِ -�ُ ِ��صْ لأَ حْ َ+-و“ :مَْ لأَسْ اهَُ

• • •

When Khalai returns home from school,
she visits the orange tree. “Are your
oranges ripe yet?” asks Khalai.
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	�مُ ْ�+ ِ	Kصََ  ,	 �یِ +�لا  �یِ �سلا  +ەرََ�حَّ ِ عَمَ  ْ�ىالََ	ح   -+ َ�+ ُ�ٮدَّحََ +هسِرَدْمَلا ، ِ  ,	 �یِ
+ەرَ����كَلا َ 	عأَ  ِ>َI	F'صْ �ى.دمُ  �سلاَ ، +ەرََ�حَّ ُ �-أَ  َ�+ اهَُ ِ>;وُ�حرْأَ   “ ��مَلا .یَ	�ْ

”. ِ>Iلِِ	ط  -+ +Lحَْ َ +0لاَ  +ەءَارِ َ +�سَْ	�لِ  عَ��طَ
• • •

At school, Khalai talks to the tree in the
middle of the compound. “Please tree,
put out big branches so we can read
under your shade.”
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�ىرَ��كْاِ ِ>;و�حرأَ ،  “ +ەرَ��	عصَّلا ِ. �سلاَ  +ٮار���حُّ ِ عمَ  ْ�ىالََ	ح   -+ َ�+ ُ�ٮدَحََ
”. لِوُ	حدُلاَ َ	ںمِ  ��سلا  َ	ں��ٔ�. �سEFَٔا  صَاَ	حْ +�لِ  �یعَِ	�مَْ  ,+ �-وَ +هَّ ً �یِ	'وكُوَ 

• • •

Khalai talks to the hedge around her
school. “Please grow strong and stop
bad people from coming in.”

7


