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Edolobheni elinyamfukayo iNairobi, kude
le nempilo yekhaya enokunakekela,
kwakuhlala igembu labafana
abangenamakhaya. Kubona usuku
lwalufana nolunye. Ekuseni ngelinye ilanga
abafana babeqoqga amacansi abo kade
belele ongengemeni olubandayo
lomgwaqo. Babasa umlilo ngemfucuza
ukuze baxoshe amakhaza. Phakathi kwaleli
gembu kwakunomncane kubo bonke
uMagozwe.
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Uma ngabe uMagozwe ekhononda noma
efuna incazelo, umalume wakhe
wayemshaya. Uma uMagozwe ebuza
ukuthi angaya yini esikoleni, umalume
wayemshaya athi, “Uyisiduphunga kakhulu
ukuthi kukhona ongakufunda.” Emva
kweminyaka emithathu yokuphatheka
kabi, uMagozwe wabaleka kwamalume
wakhe. Waqala ukuhlala ezitaladini.

UMagozwe wayehleli egcekeni lendlu
eyayinophahla oluluhlaza, efunda incwadi
yezindaba yesikole. UThomas wafika
wahlala eduze kwakhe. “Imayelana nani le
ndaba?” kubuza uThomas. “Imayelana
nomfana owaba uthisha,” kuphendula
uMagozwe. “Ubani igama lakhe?” kubuza
uThomas “Igama lakhe uMagozwe,” kusho
uMagozwe emamatheka.
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Ngelinye ilanga uMagozwe ecinga
emgqgonyeni kadoti,wathola incwadi
endala negugile. Wayithintitha eyisusa
ukungcola waseyifaka esikhwameni sakhe.
Nsukuzonke emva kwalokhu wayeyikhipha
incwadi abuke izithombe. Wayengakakwazi
ukufunda amagama.

Kanjalo uMagozwe wathuthela ekameleni
endlini eyayinophahla oluluhlaza
njengotshani. Wayehlala nabanye abafana
babili. Sebebonke ababehlala endlini
kwakuyizingane eiyishumi. Kanye noAnti
Cissy, nomyeni wakhe, izinja ezintathu,
ikati nembuzi endala.
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Kwakumakhaza uMagozwe emi
emgwageni ecela imali.Kwafika indoda
eyathi kuye, “Sawubona, nginguThomas.
Ngisebenza eduze kwalapha, endaweni
ongathola khona ukudla,” Yakhomba indlu
ephuzi enophahla oluluhlaza
okwesibhakabhaka. “Ngethemba uzoya
khona uzothola ukudla?” kubuza indoda.
UMagozwe wayibuka indoda, wabuka
nendlu wasethi, “Mhlawumbe.” Wasuka
wahamba.

UMagozwe wacabanga ngale ndawo
entsha, nangokuya esikoleni. Kunganjani
uma ngabe umalume wakhe wayeqinisile
lapho ethi uyisiduphunga engeke sifunde
lutho? Kwakuyothiwani uma eshaywa
lapho? Wayesaba. “Mhlawumbe kungcono
ngighubeke nokuhlala esitaladini,”
ecabanga.
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UMagozwe wayehlezi ongengemeni
lomgwaqo ebuka izithombe encwadini
yakhe lapho uThomas efika ehlala eduze
kwakhe. “Imayelana nani le ndaba?”
kubuza uThomas “Imayelana nomfana
obangumghubi wezindiza,” kuphendula
uMagozwe. “Ubani igama lomfana?”
kubuza uThomas. “Angazi, angikwazi
ukufunda,” kusho uMagozwe kancane.
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Kwathi lapho behlangana futhi uMagozwe
wagala ukuxoxela uThomas indaba yakhe.
Kwakuyindaba kamalume wakhe nesizathu
sokubaleka kwakhe. UThomas kazange
akhulume kakhulu futhi kazange atshele
uMagozwe ukuthi akenzenjani, wayegcina
ngokulalela ngokucophelela. Kokunye
babexoxa lapho bedla endlini enophahla
oluluhalza okwesibhakabhaka.
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