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�ب یناڕوك   
ه كهیهتسەد  هو ، ه��م یی�س�ئ  ین�یژ   
ه روود  یبور�ن ”  “ یغ��ب هر هق یر�ش   
ه
ن�یزاوش"پ ت�هەد  هك  یەرۆج  وهب  ن�یك+ژۆر  وومهه  ناوهئ  .دربەد  رهسهب  ن�ین�یژ  ڵ�م 
ر هس  
ه ێو  هش هک  ەوەدركەد  ۆك  ن�ین�كهخهیار  ن�كەڕوك  ن�ین�ی  هب .دركەد   
�

4بز هب  ن�یرگ�ئ  هو  هندرک مر  هگ ۆخ  ۆب  ن�مر  هس  
ه .نووب  تسوون  ادر�س  یک+و  هر هد�یپ
ناومهه  
ه ینهمهت  وهئ  .ووب  هوزۆگ�م  هپورگ ، وهئ  و�ن  ین�كەڕوك   
ه ك"كهی  .هوو  هدرک

.ووب رتمهك 

• • •

In the busy city of Nairobi, far away from a caring life at
home, lived a group of homeless boys. They welcomed
each day just as it came. On one morning, the boys were
packing their mats after sleeping on cold pavements. To
chase away the cold they lit a fire with rubbish. Among the
group of boys was Magozwe. He was the youngest.
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تشیۆر وهئ  .ووب  ڵ�س  جن"پ  �ینهت  ینهمهت  وهئ  ندرم ، هوزۆگ�م  یكو�ب  كیاد و  ک"ت�ك 
هكه�ادنم  
ه ی�گ�ئ  ەو�یپ  وهئ  م�?هب  .ت+رهب  رهسهب  ن�یژ  یم�م   
ڵهگه یەوهئ  ۆب 

یر�ك هك  درك  ر�چ�ن  ی  هک هڕوک وهئ  .ادەدهن  هوزۆگ�م  هب  یواوهت  یندراوخ  وهئ  .ووبەدهن 
.ت�کب تخهس  رۆز 

• • •

When Magozwe’s parents died, he was only five years old.
He went to live with his uncle. This man did not care about
the child. He did not give Magozwe enough food. He made
the boy do a lot of hard work.
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هوزۆگ�م ک"ت�ک  .ادەد   
ی" یم�م  هی�بدرك ، یك+ر�یسرپ  ن�ی  ییهAگ  هوزۆگ�م  رهگهئ 
ۆت : “ توگیەدو ادەد   
ی" یم�م  هن�خب�توق ، هت"چب  �ناوتەد  وهئ  هك  �بدرك  یر�یسرپ 
هوزۆگ�م هتو ، هكوس�هه ەزاو"ش  و  هب ڵ�س  �س  ش�پ  .تیب�ن ” ك"تش  چیه  یر"ف  یA"گ و 

.درك"پتسەد یم�قهش  رهس  ین�یژ  .ەوهتوهك  روود  یم�م   
ه ت�?هه و 

• • •

If Magozwe complained or questioned, his uncle beat him.
When Magozwe asked if he could go to school, his uncle
beat him and said, “You’re too stupid to learn anything.”
After three years of this treatment Magozwe ran away from
his uncle. He started living on the street.
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وودن�م ن�یۆخ  هناژۆر  ن�كەڕوك  یهبرۆز  ووب ، تخهس  رۆز  ن�کهم�قهش  رهس  ین�یژ 
ك+دنهه ناریگەد و  ر�ج  ك+دنهه  .ت+وهك  تسەد  ن�یندراوخ  یەوهئ  ۆب  رهه  دركەد 
.تادب ن�یتهمر�ی  ووبهن  سهك  نتوهكەد ، شۆخهن  شیك"ت�ك  .اردەد   
ن�ی" شینار�ج 

ینتشۆرف  
ه ندرك و  ڵاوس  ی�گ+ر   
ه هك  تسهبەد  ەوهمهك  ەر�پ  وهب  ن�یتشپ  هكهپورگ 
.توهكەد ن�یتسەد  ەوهن+در�كهب ، ێون  ه
رهس  هك  یهن�تسەرهك  وهئ  نۆك و  یكیتس�Aپ 

هك ووبەد  رتمهتسهئ  ن�یرهب�كڕ  یهكید  ین�كهپورگ   
ڵهگه نادادك"پ  یۆه  هب  ن�یژ 
.ەوهن�یۆخ یت�?هسەدر+ژ  هنهخیب  نهكب و  ڵۆرتنۆك  هكەر�ش  ین�كهشهب  تسیون�ید 

• • •

Street life was difficult and most of the boys struggled daily
just to get food. Sometimes they were arrested, sometimes
they were beaten. When they were sick, there was no one
to help. The group depended on the little money they got
from begging, and from selling plastics and other recycling.
Life was even more difficult because of fights with rival
groups who wanted control of parts of the city.
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ینۆک یكۆریچ  یك"ب"تك  اڕهگەد ، ادن�كهOبز  هكهنهت  و�ن   
ه هوزۆگ�م  هك  ن�یك+ژۆر 
یۆخ یهكهسیك   
ه ودن�كهت   
رهسه ین�كەزۆت  وپهت  وهئ  .هو  هیزۆد یواڕد  ین�?ادنم 
.دركەد ین�كهن+و   
ه یو�چ  �ن+درەد و  یهكهب"تك  ك+ژۆر  وومهه  ەوهئ  یاود  .تشیو�ه 

.ەوهت"ن+وخب ن�كهشو  نۆچ  ینازەدیهن  وهئ 

• • •

One day while Magozwe was looking through the dustbins,
he found an old tattered storybook. He cleaned the dirt
from it and put it in his sack. Every day after that he would
take out the book and look at the pictures. He did not know
how to read the words.
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هك ك"ت�ك  ناوهكۆرف ، هت"بب  تسیوههیەد  هك  دركەد  س�ب  ن�یك+ڕوك  یكۆریچ  ن�كهن+و 
تساوخەد یتاو�ئ  ادیۆخ  یت�?�یهخ  ی�ینود   
ه ك+ژۆر  وومهه  هوزۆگ�م  .ت"بەد  ەروهگ 

هكهكۆریچ و�ن  یەڕوك  وهئ  هك  ت�هەد  اد��یهخ  هب  یاو  ەر�بور�ج  .هیاوب  ناوهكۆQف  هك 
.یتهیۆخۆب

• • •

The pictures told the story of a boy who grew up to be a
pilot. Magozwe would daydream of being a pilot.
Sometimes, he imagined that he was the boy in the story.
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ك+و�یپ .دركەد  ی�اوس  ووب و  �تسەوار  هكهم�قهش  ر�نهك   
ه ه  وزۆگ�م ووب و  در�س  اوهه 

ه میژ ، هد هو  هن�کیزن و  
ه نم  .هس�مۆت  مو�ن  نم  و�Oس  : “ یتوگ هكەو�یپ   Tی�. ۆب  ۆچ 

درك درەز  یكهیوون�خ  هب  یەژ�م�ئ  توگ و  هی  وهئ یۆخب ” ک"تش  یناوت  هد هک  ک"ن+وش 
هتیچب ۆت  هك  مبراداویه  : “ یتوگ درك و  یر�یسرپ  وهئ  .ووب  نیش  یهكهن�برهس  هك 

ودرك یهكەو�یپ  یكهی�ش�مهت  هوزۆگ�م  ێوهكبتسەد ”؟ تندراوخ  ێدنهه  هك  ێوهئ 
.تشیۆر و  ” 
هیهناوه : “ یتوگ درك و  یهكەون�خ  یكهی�ش�مهت  ن�ش�پ 

• • •

It was cold and Magozwe was standing on the road
begging. A man walked up to him. “Hello, I’m Thomas. I
work near here, at a place where you can get something to
eat,” said the man. He pointed to a yellow house with a
blue roof. “I hope you will go there to get some food?” he
asked. Magozwe looked at the man, and then at the house.
“Maybe,” he said, and walked away.
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ەرهبوروەد  
وه س�مۆت  ینتید  هب   Tن�كهن� �ب  ەڕوك  رتاود  ین�كهگن�م  ییاژ+رد  هب 
هك یهن�ك�هخ  وهئ  تهبی�تهب  ت�كب ، هسق  ك�هخ   
ڵهگه هك  ووب   
� یزهح  وهئ  .نووبت�هار 

وهئ .ترگەدار  یك�هخ  ین�یژ  یكۆریچ   
ه ی+وگ  س�مۆت  .ن�یژەد  ن�كهم�قهش   
رهسه
ن�كەڕوك  
ه ك+دنهه  .ووبهن  ز+ڕ  �ب  مر و  هش �ب  زیگر  هه ووب ، رگاڕۆخ  ۆگتسار و 

.ت+وهكب تسەد  ن�یۆڕەوین  ین�ن  وهی  هئ ۆب  هكهنیش  ودرەز  ەون�خ  و�ن  هنووچ  هد

• • •

Over the months that followed, the homeless boys got
used to seeing Thomas around. He liked to talk to people,
especially people living on the streets. Thomas listened to
the stories of people’s lives. He was serious and patient,
never rude or disrespectful. Some of the boys started going
to the yellow and blue house to get food at midday.
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دركەد هكهب"تك  و�ن  ین�كهن+و   
ه یو�چ  ووبتشیناد و  هكەوەڕەد�یپ   
رهسه هوزۆگ�م 
هكهكۆریچ : “ 
درك" یر�یسرپ  س�مۆت  .تشیناد  وهئ  كیزن   
ه ت�ه و  س�مۆت  هك  ك"ت�ك 

هك هك+ڕوك  هب  تەر�بهس  هكهب"تك  : “ ەوهیاد یم�?  هو هوزۆگ�م  ت�كەد ”؟ یچ  یس�ب 
ینم"ه هب  هوزۆگ�م  هییچ ”؟ یو�ن  هكەڕوك  : “ یسرپ  
ی" س�مۆت  .ناوهكۆQف ” هت"بەد 

” .ەوهمن+وخب مناوت�ن  نم  مناز�ن ، : “ ەوهیاد یم�?ەو 

• • •

Magozwe was sitting on the pavement looking at his
picture book when Thomas sat down next to him. “What is
the story about?” asked Thomas. “It’s about a boy who
becomes a pilot,” replied Magozwe. “What’s the boy’s
name?” asked Thomas. “I don’t know, I can’t read,” said
Magozwe quietly.
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.ەوهیاQ"گ س�مۆت  ۆب  یۆخ  ین�یژ  یكۆریچ  ه  وزۆگ�م توهك ، كهیهب  ن�یو�چ  �ت�ك 
هب وهئ  دركەدهن  یهسق  رۆز  س�مۆت  .ەووت�?هه  وهئ  یچۆب  �هەورهه  یم�م و  یكۆریچ 

ی+وگ یناوج  هب  ماوەدرهب  م�?هب  ت�كب ، یچ  �بەد  هك  توگەدهن  یش  ه  وزۆگ�م
ندراوخ ن�ن  یكیرهخ  ادهكهنیش  درەز و  ەوون�خ   
ه ك"ت�ك  ناوهئ  ر�بور�ج  .ترگەدار 

.دركەد ن�یهسق  نووب ،

• • •

When they met, Magozwe began to tell his own story to
Thomas. It was the story of his uncle and why he ran away.
Thomas didn’t talk a lot, and he didn’t tell Magozwe what to
do, but he always listened carefully. Sometimes they would
talk while they ate at the house with the blue roof.
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یك"ب"تك س�مۆت  اد ، هوزۆگ�م  ینوبكیاد   
ه یژۆ��Qس  نیمهیەد  یدنهبورهس   
ه
�ت�ک ووب  یدنوگ  یك�هخ  یك+ڕوك  یكۆریچ  هكهب"تك  .هیاد  یر�ید  هب  یەز�ت  ین�?ادنم 

یهكۆریچ وهئ  س�مۆت  .ت"چبرەد   
� ی"پ  یپۆت  یگن�بو�ن  هب  یك"نازیر�ی  ووب  ەروهگ 
ەوهئ یت�ك  هیاو  م"پ  نم  : “ یتوگ وهئ  ن�یك+ژۆر  �ت  ەوەدن+وخ  هوزۆگ�م  ۆب  ر�ج  نیدنهچ 

س�مۆت هییچ ”؟ ۆت  یار  .تیبب  ەوهندن+وخ  یر"ف  هن�خب�توق و  هتیچب  ۆت  هك  ەووت�ه 
ەوهنن"مب و  
ێوه نناوتەد  ن�?ادنم  هك  �نازەد"پ  كهی�گ"ج  وهئ  هك  ەوەدركنوور  یۆب 

.نۆQب شهن�خب�توق  ۆب 

• • •

Around Magozwe’s tenth birthday, Thomas gave him a new
storybook. It was a story about a village boy who grew up
to be a famous soccer player. Thomas read that story to
Magozwe many times, until one day he said, “I think it’s
time you went to school and learned to read. What do you
think?” Thomas explained that he knew of a place where
children could stay, and go to school.
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.ەووەدرك یریب  هن�خب�توق  هنووچ  ۆب  تەر�بهس  هیەز�ت و  هن+وش  وهئ  یەر�ب   
ه هوزۆگ�م 
ت"بب ر"ف  ك"تش  هك  هیاوب   
ەوه رتم�فهن  وهئ  هك  هی�بتوگب  یتسار  وهئ  یم�م  رهگهئ 

یریب وهئ  .ووب�سرت  وهئ  یچ ؟ نەدب   
ی" هیەز�ت  هن+وش   
وه ناوهئ  رهگهئ  یچ ؟
” .ت�بب رهسهب  ن�یژ  ن�كهم�قهش  رهس   
ه هك  �باو  رتش�ب  هگنەر  : “ هك ەووەدرك 

• • •

Magozwe thought about this new place, and about going to
school. What if his uncle was right and he was too stupid to
learn anything? What if they beat him at this new place? He
was afraid. “Maybe it is better to stay living on the street,”
he thought.
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ت�ك ینووبرهپ"ت  هب  .درك  یهسق  س�مۆت   
ڵهگه یۆخ  ین�كهیسرتهم   
یەر�به وهئ 
.ت"ب رتش�ب  �ناوتەد  هكەز�ت  هن+وش   
ه ن�یژ  هك  اد  هكەڕوك  هب  یی�ین�د  هكەو�یپ 

• • •

He shared his fears with Thomas. Over time the man
reassured the boy that life could be better at the new place.
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وهئ .ووب  زوهس  یهكهن�برهس  هك  كهیوون�خ  یرووژ  و�ن  هتشیۆر  هوزۆگ�م  ەوهئ  یاود   
ه
یزیس و ەرووپ  نووب و  ڵ�نم  ەد  .نووب  ادك+روژ   
ه ەوهك"پ  هكید  یڕوك  وود   
ڵهگه

.ن�یژەد اد  ەوون�خ  و�ن   
ه ریپ  یك"نزب  كهیهAیشپ و  گهس ، �س  یهكەدر"م ،

• • •

And so Magozwe moved into a room in a house with a
green roof. He shared the room with two other boys.
Altogether there were ten children living at that house.
Along with Auntie Cissy and her husband, three dogs, a cat,
and an old goat.
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تش رۆز  وهئ  .ووب  تهمحەز  ی"پ  درك و  ندن+وخ  هب  یتسەد  هن�خب�توق   
ه هوزۆگ�م 
.ت"ن"هب زاو  هك   
ەوەدركەد" یریب  ەر�بور�ج  .ت"ن"هب  یتسەد  هب  هیاوبەد  هك  ووبهه 

یكۆریچ یب"تك  و�ن  یهكهی"پ  یپۆت  ینازیر�ی  هكهناوهكۆرف و   
ه یریب  وهئ  م�?هب 
.�ن"ههن یزاو  وادهن  ی�ۆك  ناوهئ  كەو  شیوهئ  .ەووەدركەد  ن�ک  ه�ادنم

• • •

Magozwe started school and it was difficult. He had a lot to
catch up. Sometimes he wanted to give up. But he thought
about the pilot and the soccer player in the storybooks.
Like them, he did not give up.
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ین�?ادنم یكیكۆریچ  ووبتشیناد و  هكەزوهس  ن�برهس  ەوون�خ  یهشوهح   
ه هوزۆگ�م 

ی" س�مۆت  .تشیناد   Tی�  
ه ت�ه و  س�مۆت  .ووباد  ن�ی"پ  هن�خب�توق   
ه هك  ەوەدن+وخەد ،
هك هك+ڕوك   
یەر�به : “ یتوگ ادم�?ەو   
ه هوزۆگ�م  هییچ ”؟ هكهكۆریچ  یتهب�ب  : “ یسرپ

هب هوزۆگ�م  هییچ ”؟ یو�ن  ەڕوك  وهئ  : “ یسرپ  
ی" س�مۆت  .�تسۆم�م ” هت"بەد 
” .هی هوزۆگ�م یو�ن  ەڕوك  وهئ   : “ هو هیاد یم�?  هو هوهنهخەدرەز 

• • •

Magozwe was sitting in the yard at the house with the
green roof, reading a storybook from school. Thomas came
up and sat next to him. “What is the story about?” asked
Thomas. “It’s about a boy who becomes a teacher,” replied
Magozwe. “What’s the boy’s name?” asked Thomas. “His
name is Magozwe,” said Magozwe with a smile.
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