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نم ةعومجم  شيعي  �هئفدو ، ةي�ئ�ع�ا  ة�يح�ا  نع  اًديعب  ةبخ�ص�ا ، يبورين  ةنيدم  يف 
دحأ ح�بص  يفو  .هيف  مه�  لمأ   ,� يت-ي ، �مك  موي  لك  نو�بقتسي  اون�ك  .ىو-م  نودب  ن�يبص�ا 
اًر�ن او�عشأ  مث  ةدر�ب�ا ، ةفصر-,ا  ى�ع  مون�ا  دعب  مهرئ�صح  نومزحي  ل�فط-,ا  ذخأ  م�ي-,ا ،

مهرغصأ ن�كو  ن�يبص�ا  ء�,ؤه  دحأ  يوزق�م  ن�ك  .درب�ا  ةمو�قم�  ةم�مق  نم  هودجو  �مم 
ً.�نس

• • •

In the busy city of Nairobi, far away from a caring life at
home, lived a group of homeless boys. They welcomed
each day just as it came. On one morning, the boys were
packing their mats after sleeping on cold pavements. To
chase away the cold they lit a fire with rubbish. Among the
group of boys was Magozwe. He was the youngest.
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.ه��خ عم  شيع��  لقتن�ف  هاد�او ، يفوت  �مدنع  تاونس  سمخ  رمع�ا  نم  غ�بي  يوزق�م  ن�ك 
هربجي ن�ك  �مك  م�عط�ا  نم  يف�ك�ا  ردق�ا  ه�  رفوي  م�و  لفط��ب  ثرتكي  م�  لجر�ا  اذه  نك� 

.ةق�ش ل�مع-ب  م�يق�ا  ى�ع 

• • •

When Magozwe’s parents died, he was only five years old.
He went to live with his uncle. This man did not care about
the child. He did not give Magozwe enough food. He made
the boy do a lot of hard work.
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ب�ط �مدنعو  .لمع�ا  ةرثك  نم  رمذت  وأ  رمأ  نع  يوزق�م  رسفتسا  �م�ك  هبرضي  ً�ضيأ  ن�كو 
يبغ تنأ  : “ ��ئ�ق ديدج  نم  هبرض  ةسردم�ا  ى�إ  ب�هذ��ب  ه�  حمسي  نأ  ه��خ  نم  يوزق�م 
يوزق�م بره  ةيس�ق�ا ، ة�م�عم�ا  هذه  نم  تاونس  ث��ث  دعبو  ءيش .” يأ  م�عتت  ن�و  ادج 

.عر�ش�ا يف  شيعي  أدبو  ه��خ  نم 

• • •

If Magozwe complained or questioned, his uncle beat him.
When Magozwe asked if he could go to school, his uncle
beat him and said, “You’re too stupid to learn anything.”
After three years of this treatment Magozwe ran away from
his uncle. He started living on the street.
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.شيع�ا ةمق�  لجأ  نم  ً�يموي  نون�عي  ل�فط-,ا  ب�غأ  ن�كو  ةبعص  عر�ش�ا  يف  ة�يح�ا  تن�ك 
اون�كو .برض��  نوضرعتي  اون�ك  ىرخأ  ً�ن�يحأو  ً�ن�يحأ ، ضبق�ا  مهي�ع  يق�ت  ةطرش�ا  تن�كف 

دمتعت ل�فط-,ا  ةعومجم  تن�ك  .ةدع�سم�ا  دي  مه�  مدقي  نم  نودجي   ,� اوضرم  �م  اذإ 
كيتس��ب�ا عيب  نمو  لوست�ا  نم  هي�ع  نو�صحي  اون�ك  يذ�ا  ل�م�ا  نم  لي�ق�ا  رزن�ا  ى�ع 

كر�عم�ا ببسب  ةص�خ  ةبوعص  دادزت  ة�يح�ا  تن�ك  .هريودت  ةد�عإ  عقت  �مم  ىرخأ  داومو 
.ةنيدم�ا ء�يحأ  ى�ع  ةرطيس�ا  لجأ  نم  ةسف�نتم�ا  ل�فط-,ا  ت�ع�مج  نيب  ثدحت  يت�ا 

• • •

Street life was difficult and most of the boys struggled daily
just to get food. Sometimes they were arrested, sometimes
they were beaten. When they were sick, there was no one
to help. The group depended on the little money they got
from begging, and from selling plastics and other recycling.
Life was even more difficult because of fights with rival
groups who wanted control of parts of the city.
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هب ذإ  ه�ك-ي ، ءيش  نع  ةم�مق�ا  قيد�نص  يف  ثحبي  يوزق�م  ن�ك  �منيب  م�ي-,ا ، نم  موي  يفو 
�هعضوو خ�سو-,ا  نم  صصق�ا  فيظنتب  يوزق�م  م�ق  .ةقزمم  ةثر  صصق  ةعومجم  دجي 

نكي م�  ذإ  روص�ا ، ى�إ  رظنيو  هسيك  نم  ب�تك�ا  جرخي  موي  لك  ن�كو  .هبارج  يف 
.ت�م�ك�ا ةءارق  فرعي  يوزق�م 

• • •

One day while Magozwe was looking through the dustbins,
he found an old tattered storybook. He cleaned the dirt
from it and put it in his sack. Every day after that he would
take out the book and look at the pictures. He did not know
how to read the words.
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ن-ب ً�م��ح  هموي  يضمي  يوزق�م  حبصأ  .اًر�يط  نوكي�  -شن  لفط  ةصق  يكحت  روص�ا  تن�ك 
.روص�ا هفصت  يذ�ا  د�و�ا  كاذ  ن�كم  هسفن  ىري   ,jرخ نيح  نم  ن�كو  اًر�يط ، نوكي 

• • •

The pictures told the story of a boy who grew up to be a
pilot. Magozwe would daydream of being a pilot.
Sometimes, he imagined that he was the boy in the story.
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: ��ئ�ق لجر  هي�إ  مدقت  �مدنع  قيرط�ا  يف  ً�,وستم  فقي  يوزق�م  ن�كو  اًدر�ب  وج�ا  ن�ك 
ر�شأو ه�ك-ت .” ً�ئيش  هيف  دجت  نأ  نكمي  ن�كم  يف  �نه ، نم  ً�بيرق  لمعأ  .س�موت  �نأ  ً��هأ … “
ى�إ ب�هذ�ا  يف  بغرت  �,أ  : “ يوزق�م ل-سو  قرزأ ، فقس  يذ  رفصأ  لزنم  ى�إ  هعبصoب 
” �مبر : “ ل�قو لزنم�ا  ى�إ  مث  لجر�ا  ى�إ  يوزق�م  رظن  م�عط�ا .”؟ ضعب  لو�نت�  ك�نه 

.اًديعب فرصناو 

• • •

It was cold and Magozwe was standing on the road
begging. A man walked up to him. “Hello, I’m Thomas. I
work near here, at a place where you can get something to
eat,” said the man. He pointed to a yellow house with a
blue roof. “I hope you will go there to get some food?” he
asked. Magozwe looked at the man, and then at the house.
“Maybe,” he said, and walked away.
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يذ�ا ن�كم�ا  د�تري  س�موت  ةيؤر  ى�ع  نودرشم�ا  د�,و-,ا  دوعتو  ك�ذ ، دعب  رهش-,ا  ت�اوت 
يف نوشيعي  اون�ك  نم  ةص�خو  س�ن�ا ، ى�إ  ثيدح�ا  بحي  ن�ك  .هيف  نودجاوتي 

�,و اًدبأ  ً�يس�ق  نكي  م�و  اًروبص ، ً�يدج ، ن�كو  .مهت�يح  صصق  ى�إ  عمتسي  ن�ك  .عراوش�ا 
رفص-,ا نينو��ا  يذ  لزنم�ا  ى�ع  نوددرتي  ن�يبص�ا  ضعب  أدب  .مه�  مارتح�,ا  لي�ق 

.ر�هن�ا فصتنم  دنع  مهقمر  دسي  �م  ى�ع  لوصح��  قرز-,او 

• • •

Over the months that followed, the homeless boys got
used to seeing Thomas around. He liked to talk to people,
especially people living on the streets. Thomas listened to
the stories of people’s lives. He was serious and patient,
never rude or disrespectful. Some of the boys started going
to the yellow and blue house to get food at midday.
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هبن�ج� س�موت  س�ج  �مدنع  روص�ا  ب�تك  لم-تي  فيصر�ا  ى�ع  ً�س��ج  �م  �موي  يوزق�م  ن�ك 
: س�موت ل�ق  اًر�يط .” حبصأ  د�و  نع  : “ يوزق�م ب�جأ  ةصق�ا .”؟ هذه  يكحت  �مع  : “ ه�-سو

”. ةءارق�ا عيطتسأ   ,� .فرعأ   ,� : “ ءودهب يوزق�م  ب�جأ  د�و�ا ”؟ اذه  مسا  �م  “

• • •

Magozwe was sitting on the pavement looking at his
picture book when Thomas sat down next to him. “What is
the story about?” asked Thomas. “It’s about a boy who
becomes a pilot,” replied Magozwe. “What’s the boy’s
name?” asked Thomas. “I don’t know, I can’t read,” said
Magozwe quietly.
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م� .هنم  بره  فيكو  ه��خ  عم  هتصق  س�موت ، ى�ع  هتصق  درسي  يوزق�م  أدب  ��ب�قت ، �مدنع 
هي�إ يغصي  ن�ك  هنك�  ه�عف ، هي�ع  بجي  �م  يوزق�م  ى�ع  لِمْيُ  م�و  اريثك ، س�موت  م�كتي 
يذ لزنم�ا  يف  م�عط�ا  ن�,و�نتي  �منيب  �مهثيدح  ن��صاوي  ً�ن�يحأ  �ن�كو  .تقو�ا  لاوط  ه�بتن�ب 

.قرز-,ا فقس�ا 

• • •

When they met, Magozwe began to tell his own story to
Thomas. It was the story of his uncle and why he ran away.
Thomas didn’t talk a lot, and he didn’t tell Magozwe what to
do, but he always listened carefully. Sometimes they would
talk while they ate at the house with the blue roof.
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يكحت ةصق�ا  تن�ك  .ةًديدج  ةًصق  س�موت  هادهأ  رش�ع�ا ، يوزق�م  د��يم  ديع  لو�حبو 
ةصق�ا س�موت  أرق  .روهشم  مدق  ةرك  بع�,  ك�ذ  دعب  حبصي�  ةيرق  يف  -شن  د�و  نع 

ى�إ بهذت�  ن�ح  دق  تقو�ا  نأ  نظأ  : “ م�ي-,ا دحأ  يف  ه�  ل�ق  مث  يوزق�م� ، ةديدع  تارم 
عراوش�ا ل�فط-,  نكمي  �ن�كم  فرعي  هن-ب  ه�  حضوأو  كيأر ”؟ �م  ةءارق�ا ، م�عتتو  ةسردم�ا 

.ةسردم�ا اود�تريو  هيف  اوميقي  نأ 

• • •

Around Magozwe’s tenth birthday, Thomas gave him a new
storybook. It was a story about a village boy who grew up
to be a famous soccer player. Thomas read that story to
Magozwe many times, until one day he said, “I think it’s
time you went to school and learned to read. What do you
think?” Thomas explained that he knew of a place where
children could stay, and go to school.
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ن�ك و�  اذ�م  : “ لء�ستو ةسردم�ا  ى�إ  ب�هذ�ا  يفو  ديدج�ا  ن�كم�ا  اذه  يف  يوزق�م  ركف 
اوم�ق و�  اذ�م  .ك�ذ  دنع  ءيش  يأ  م�عت  عيطتسي  ن�  يبغ��ب ؟ هتعن  �منيح  قح  ى�ع  ه��خ 
نوكي دق  : “ هسفن �ثدحم  ل�قو  فوخ��ب  يوزق�م  رعش  ديدج�ا ”؟ ن�كم�ا  كاذ  يف  هبرضب 

”. عر�ش�ا يف  شيع�ا  ة�صاوم  ي�  لضف-,ا  نم 

• • •

Magozwe thought about this new place, and about going to
school. What if his uncle was right and he was too stupid to
learn anything? What if they beat him at this new place? He
was afraid. “Maybe it is better to stay living on the street,”
he thought.
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نوكت دق  ة�يح�ا  ن-ب  يبص�ا  س�موت  ن-مط  تقو�ا  رورمبو  .هفو�خمب  س�موت  يوزق�م  م�عأ 
.ديدج�ا ن�كم�ا  يف  لضفأ 

• • •

He shared his fears with Thomas. Over time the man
reassured the boy that life could be better at the new place.

14



نييبص عم  ةفرغ�ا  مس�قت  .رضخأ  فقس  يذ  لزنم  يف  ةفرغب  شيع��  يوزق�م  لقتنا  اذ� 
ب��ك ةث��ثو  �هجوزو  يسيس  ةمع�ا  بن�ج  ى�إ  د�,وأ  ةرشع  مضي  لزنم�ا  ن�ك  .نيرخآ 

.زوجع ةزنعو  ةطقو 

• • •

And so Magozwe moved into a room in a house with a
green roof. He shared the room with two other boys.
Altogether there were ten children living at that house.
Along with Auntie Cissy and her husband, three dogs, a cat,
and an old goat.
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.هفعض كرادت�  اًده�ج  لمعي  نأ  هي�ع  ن�كو  ءدب�ا ، يف  ةبعص  تن�ك  .ةسارد�ا  يوزق�م  أدب 
دئ�ق ركذتي  ةرم  لك  يف  ن�ك  هنك�  ن�كم�ا  رد�غي  نأ  �هيف  دارأ  س-ي  ت�ظح�  هي�ع  ترم 
رد�غي �,أ  ى�ع  مزع�ا  دقعو  صصق�ا ، �مهنع  يكحت  نيذ��ا  مدق�ا  ةرك  بع�,و  ةرئ�ط�ا 

.همي�عت لصاوي  نأو  ةسردم�ا 

• • •

Magozwe started school and it was difficult. He had a lot to
catch up. Sometimes he wanted to give up. But he thought
about the pilot and the soccer player in the storybooks.
Like them, he did not give up.
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ةصق أرقي  رضخ-,ا  فقس�ا  يذ  لزنم�ا  ء�نف  يف  �س��ج  يوزق�م  ن�ك  م�ي-,ا ، نم  موي  يفو 
يوزق�م در  ةصق�ا ”؟ ثدحتت  �مع  : “ ��ئ�س هبن�ج�  س�جو  س�موت  لبقأ  �مدنع  ةسردم�ا  نم 

ب�جأ يبص�ا ”؟ اذه  مسا  �م  : “ س�موت ل-س  �سردم ” حبصأ  يبص  نع  يكحت  �هنإ  : “ ��ئ�ق
”. يوزق�م همسا  : “ �مستبم يورق�م 

• • •

Magozwe was sitting in the yard at the house with the
green roof, reading a storybook from school. Thomas came
up and sat next to him. “What is the story about?” asked
Thomas. “It’s about a boy who becomes a teacher,” replied
Magozwe. “What’s the boy’s name?” asked Thomas. “His
name is Magozwe,” said Magozwe with a smile.
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