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Konu mama 3imbersipe nomepna, AiBUMHKa Ayxe
3acMyTuack. TaTto 9K Mir NiknyBaBCcHA Npo
AOHbKY. 3rofj0M BOHW 3HOBY LLLAC/TNBO 3aXKNNK
yABOX. KOXXHOro paHKy BOHW roBOpUAn Npo Te,
SIK MpOBeayTb AeHb, a BBeYepi BOHW roTysanu
Beyepto. Micng Toro, sk nocyn 6yB BUMUTURA,
TaTo gonomaras 3iMbersipe BUKOHYBaTH
AOMaLLHE 3aBAaHHA.

When Simbegwire’s mother died, she was very
sad. Simbegwire’s father did his best to take
care of his daughter. Slowly, they learned to feel
happy again, without Simbegwire’s mother.
Every morning they sat and talked about the day
ahead. Every evening they made dinner
together. After they washed the dishes,
Simbegwire's father helped her with homework.
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“MpwuBiT, 3imbersipe. TBiN TaTO po3Ka3yBaB
6araTo npo Tebe”, - ckaszana AHiTta. lNMpoTe BOHa
He YCMiXHynach i He nogana AiB4uHLI pyKy. TaTo
3imbersipe 6yB LWacnMBWiA | pagicHUA. BiH
rOBOPVB NPO Te, WO BOHW BYAyTb XXUTN BTPbOX,
AIK CNpaBXXHA poaviHa. “[oHio Mos, A
cnopisatoch, AHiTa cTaHe ana Tebe Mamoto”, -
CKa3asB TaTo.

“Hello Simbegwire, your father told me a lot
about you,” said Anita. But she did not smile or
take the girl's hand. Simbegwire’s father was
happy and excited. He talked about the three of
them living together, and how good their life
would be. “My child, I hope you will accept Anita
as your mother,” he said.

HactynHoro TuxHs AHiTa 3anpocuna 3imbersipe
i il TiITKY 3 AiTbMU B rocTi. ke X To 6yno cBATO!
AHiTa npuroTtyBana yntobneny ixy 3imbersipe, i
yCi inu gocxouy. Toai Aitn rpanncs, a Aopocni
rosopunu. 3imberesipe noyyBanacs LWACAMBOLO i
BrneBHeHO. BoHa Bupiwmnna, wo He3abapom
TaKu NOBepPHEeTbLCHA A0 CBOro Tata i Mayyxu.

The next week, Anita invited Simbegwire, with
her cousins and aunt, to the house for a meal.
What a feast! Anita prepared all of Simbegwire’s
favourite foods, and everyone ate until they
were full. Then the children played while the
adults talked. Simbegwire felt happy and brave.
She decided that soon, very soon, she would
return home to live with her father and her
stepmother.
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Yepes Kifibka MicAUiB BiH MOBIAOMUB, LLO NOro
SKMNCb Yac He Byae Booma. “digy y
BIAPSIKEHHS, ane 9 BNeBHeHWN, LWo Bu byaete
niknyBaTMUCA 04Ha Npo OAHY", - CKa3as TaTo.
3imbersipe noxmuauna roaosy, ase TaTo LbOro He
nomiTne. AHiTa NpomMoBYana. BoHa Takox He
Ay>xe 3pagina.

After a few months, Simbegwire’s father told
them that he would be away from home for a
while. “I have to travel for my job,” he said. “But I
know you will look after each other.”
Simbegwire's face fell, but her father did not
notice. Anita did not say anything. She was not
happy either.

Konwn 3imbersipe rpanacs 3i cBoOiMU Ky3eHamu,
BOHa nobayuna 3ganeky cBoro taTa. [diBuMHKa
3n19Kanacs, Wwo Tato byae cepauTUCs Ha Hei,
nobirna B 6yAMHOK, W06 cxoBaTUCA. TaTto
niginwoB Ao Hei i ckasa.: “3imbersipe, T
3HanLwna cobi YynoBy Mamy, Ka nobuTs i
po3yMie Tebe. A nuatock Toboto i Nobnto Tebe”.
BoHu gomoBmnucs, Wwo 3imbersipe 3anmwmnTbes
3 TITKOIO TaK JOBro, sIK 3axo4e.

Simbegwire was playing with her cousins when
she saw her father from far away. She was
scared he might be angry, so she ran inside the
house to hide. But her father went to her and
said, “Simbegwire, you have found a perfect
mother for yourself. One who loves you and
understands you. I am proud of you and I love
you.” They agreed that Simbegwire would stay
with her aunt as long as she wanted to.
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OpHoro paHky 3imbersipe npocnana. “JliHnee
AiBUYMCbKO!” - 3aKkpuyana AHita. BoHa cunoto
cTarHyna 3im6ersipe 3 nixka. Ii JoporouiHHa
KOBApa 3a4yenunnacs 3a LUBAX i posipBanach
HaOBOE.

One morning, Simbegwire was late getting out
of bed. “You lazy girl!” Anita shouted. She pulled
Simbegwire out of bed. The precious blanket
caught on a nail, and tore in two.

BoHa 3abpana aiBunHKy go cebe gogomy. TiTka
Harogysana ANTUHY i Moknana y nixkko. Tiei Houi
3imbersipe 3HOBY nnakana, ane ue 6ynu cnbo3u

NiKnyBaTUCS MPO Hei.

Simbegwire's aunt took the child to her own
house. She gave Simbegwire warm food, and
tucked her in bed with her mother’s blanket.
That night, Simbegwire cried as she went to
sleep. But they were tears of relief. She knew
her aunt would look after her.
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Konw 3Be4opino, BOHa BWli3na Ha BUCOKe
AepeBOo KOO CTPYMKA i BMOCTU/IACS Ha TifKax.
Mepepn cHom 3imbersipe 3acnisana: “Mamo-
MaTyClO, TV MOKWHYNa MeHe i BXXe HiKONu He
nosepHeLlcs. TaTo MeHe bGinbLue He NbunThb.
YKanb, WO TV He NoBepHeLLCS BXe Hikonu".

When it came to evening, she climbed a tall tree
near a stream and made a bed for herself in the
branches. As she went to sleep, she sang:
“Maama, maama, maama, you left me. You left
me and never came back. Father doesn't love
me anymore. Mother, when are you coming
back? You left me.”
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HactynHoro paHky 3imbersipe 3HOBY 3acniBana.
AKICb XXIHKW MPUALLIN NPaTN O4AT A0 CTPYMKA i
NoYynu CyMHY MiCHIO, iIKa JONMHana 3 BepXis's
Aepesa. BoHV gymanu, WO TO NNCTA WenecTuTb
Bifl BITPY i MpoaoBXyBanu npatu. Ane ogHa
XIHKa yBaXKHO npucnyxanacs oo nicHi.

The next morning, Simbegwire sang the song
again. When the women came to wash their
clothes at the stream, they heard the sad song
coming from the tall tree. They thought it was
only the wind rustling the leaves, and carried on
with their work. But one of the women listened
very carefully to the song.
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