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Gabar yar ayaa aragtay muuqgaal aan la
garaneyn oo masaafo ka muuqdo.

It was a little girl who first saw the mysterious
shape in the distance.
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Xishood laakiin geesi nimo, gabadhii waxa ay ku
sii dhowaatay haweeneydii. “Waa in ay nala
joogtaa,” ayay gabadha dadkeedii
go'aansadeen. “Iyada iyo ilmaheedaba waa
aannu nabad gelinaynaa.”

Shy but brave, the little girl moved nearer to the
woman. “We must keep her with us,” the little
girl's people decided. “We'll keep her and her
child safe.”

Dameerkii waxa uu helay hooyadii, oo cidlootay
una barooranaysa ilmaheedii lumay. Muddo
dheer ayay is eegteen midba midka kale.
Dabadeedna ihabisi siiyeen waliba si adag.

Donkey found his mother, alone and mourning
her lost child. They stared at each other for a
long time. And then hugged each other very
hard.
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Laakiin markii ay ilmihii arkeen, qof walba
gadaal ayuu argagax ugu booday. “Dameer?!”

But when they saw the baby, everyone jumped
back in shock. “A donkey?!”

... daruurihii ayaa la libdhay asaga iyo saaxiibkiis
ba, odayga duga ahaa.

... the clouds had disappeared along with his
friend, the old man.
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Sidaa darteed haweeneydii way cidlowday mar
kale. Waxa ay ka la yaabaneyd wixii ay ku
sameyn lahayd ilmahan gaabka daran. Waxa
kale oo ay ka la yaabaneyd wixii ay iyaduna isku
sameyn lahayd.

And so the woman found herself alone again.
She wondered what to do with this awkward
child. She wondered what to do with herself.

Subax subaxyada ka mid ah, ayaa uu odagii
weyddiistay Dameerkii in uu u gaado buur
dhaladeed.

One morning, the old man asked Donkey to
carry him to the top of a mountain.
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Hada, hadii uu dameerka ku joogi lahaa
sidiisi,bar yaraanta,wax walbo waxaan ahaan
lahaayeen si ka duwan sidan. Laakiin ilmihii
dameerka ahaa wuu koray oo koray ilaa uu la
ekaan waayay dhabarkii hooyadii. Si kasta oo uu
isku deyay na, waa uu u dhagmi waayey sidii
dadkii oo kale. Hooyadii aad bay u daashay oo
waa ay isku buugday. Marmar waxa ay isku
dayday in uu sida xayawaanka u shageeyo.

Now, if the child had stayed that same, small
size, everything might have been different. But
the donkey child grew and grew until he could
no longer fit on his mother’s back. And no
matter how hard he tried, he could not behave
like a human being. His mother was often tired
and frustrated. Sometimes she made him do
10

Dameerkii waxa uu toosay isaga oo oday la yaab
leh hoos usoo eeegayo. Indhihi odayga ayuu
eegay waxuu na billaabay inyar oo rajo ah in uu
dareemo.

Donkey woke up to find a strange old man
staring down at him. He looked into the old
man'’s eyes and started to feel a twinkle of hope.
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Jahawareer iyo carro ayaa iskugu darsantay
dameerkii. Sidan ma yeeli karo sidaana ma yeeli
karo. Sidan ma nogon karo sidaana ma nogon
karo. Mar uu aad u xanaaqgay, ayaa uu maalin
hooyadii laad ku kiciyey oo dhulka ku tuuray.

Confusion and anger built up inside Donkey. He
couldn’t do this and he couldn't do that. He
couldn’t be like this and he couldn’t be like that.
He became so angry that, one day, he kicked his
mother to the ground.
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Dameerkii ceeb ayuu dareemay. Waxa aanu
bilaabay in uu aad u ordo 0o uu u cararo meel
fog.

Donkey was filled with shame. He started to run
away as far and fast as he could.
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