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Grandma's garden was wonderful, full of
sorghum, millet, and cassava. But best of all
were the bananas. Although Grandma had
many grandchildren, I secretly knew that I was

her favourite. She invited me often to her house.
She also told me little secrets. But there was one

secret she did not share with me: where she
ripened bananas.
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Later that evening I was called by my mother
and father, and Grandma. I knew why. That
night as I lay down to sleep, I knew I could never
steal again, not from grandma, not from my
parents, and certainly not from anyone else.

11



. Sonea| dibew Aw aJe Aayy,, ‘sem 106 [ Jamsue
Ajuo ay] ‘payse [ ,ewpueln) ‘J0} SOARD| 9Y] aJe
12U, "SNOIIND SEM ] "SWli} 03 W} WO} pauin)
PUIpUERID) Jey) S9ARI| euBUR( |BJIASS 3I9M
2493 ‘19seq 9yl 01 IXaN . 19yseq dibew Aw
SAL, ‘sem 106 T Jamsue Ajuo ay3 ‘J0) Sem 31 Jeym
payse I USYA\ "9Shoy S,ewipueln) apisino uns

ay3 ul paoe|d 1axyseq meals big e mes 1 Aep auQ "buo
J0} J3y ploAe Jou pjnod [ Ing *Aep 1eyi Jay USIA 0}

Auny jou pip I "19)JeW Y3 1e ||9S 01 BABSSED pue
seueueq adu 30031 sAkem|e ays "AjJea dn ayom

‘Howd b o) ooy
« SR ewpueln ‘Aep 19x4ew sem Aep buimoj|os ayl

R o) mr({{(;‘g“gk-&'sl?‘“gvggmv‘IF‘?’rSc'gpf”lOQs;
17 O i o0 ol o G?SVG'F(V*%J’,’KSW\KIS‘

Sq(wﬁv’%rvmwrﬁssﬁvﬁrsvo(rf?{(;rzvp P e "R <6 €] €16 =KD o
X <61 o S |70 60 o7 |0 e 5067 o0 o o o |0 C6C K|S e |6 =< o5Ced" | 6o K9 oved
-ﬂfpsﬁmr(%{(gri‘\‘é'ngpgv?‘(ﬂ**réli‘@m"rf‘ﬂ?m"" mU jjvqg?(m‘?‘ro69‘l‘”6qg9Q?ﬂ""('r‘oqf'(l?@‘(&;(’%vq(‘l(‘vn(‘ﬁ"

s (6 o0 i i <o S‘E{CS %[69 rsfle‘qh 60 19 (6¢ v (6C A€ e D(rﬁ{fs o (6¢ v |C oy |6 oy




(Sea> Sih spng dbS @S5 kS (T S)30p0% laes

4 oS opals pladil gl ye Syised Jo e > LLs
o3\l laka) (B3 30% (p33S sl ol pa .39y 08liwyd p 3N s

anu .”(QJS L 1y o5 S 0 533! Iyl S yobo a0y
A3 e 7 oay plouil 1y oty ausS o5 4y oS 658 (S5 g3l oyl

pasS.

It was so interesting watching Grandma, the
bananas, the banana leaves and the big straw
basket. But Grandma sent me off to my mother
on an errand. “Grandma, please, let me watch
as you prepare...” “Don’t be stubborn, child, do
as you are told,” she insisted. I took off running.
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The following day, when grandma was in the
garden picking vegetables, I sneaked in and
peered at the bananas. Nearly all were ripe. I
couldn't help taking a bunch of four. As I tiptoed
towards the door, I heard grandma coughing
outside. I just managed to hide the bananas
under my dress and walked past her.
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Two days later, Grandma sent me to fetch her
walking stick from her bedroom. As soon as I
opened the door, I was welcomed by the strong
smell of ripening bananas. In the inner room
was grandma’s big magic straw basket. It was
well hidden by an old blanket. I lifted it and
sniffed that glorious smell.

IS ax o3 WS oS By paayy I 51 SHiyexm glao b
gdac b daxe b o7 5olo @l 1y eodac o oS doxe § S 0
SIS 2 4 95 i yy Syduad by osw 4 Sy
bl 4y 35 e 45 dgd a4 S350y Jlgw TS g o0
pols i Sy3ue% oalyr oS aas.

Grandma'’s voice startled me when she called,
“What are you doing? Hurry up and bring me
the stick.” I hurried out with her walking stick.
“What are you smiling about?” Grandma asked.
Her question made me realise that I was still
smiling at the discovery of her magic place.



