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Grandma's garden was wonderful, full of
sorghum, millet, and cassava. But best of all
were the bananas. Although Grandma had
many grandchildren, I secretly knew that I was
her favourite. She invited me often to her house.
She also told me little secrets. But there was one
secret she did not share with me: where she
ripened bananas.
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Later that evening I was called by my mother
and father, and Grandma. I knew why. That
night as I lay down to sleep, I knew I could never
steal again, not from grandma, not from my
parents, and certainly not from anyone else.
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It was so interesting watching Grandma, the
bananas, the banana leaves and the big straw
basket. But Grandma sent me off to my mother
on an errand. “Grandma, please, let me watch
as you prepare...” “Don't be stubborn, child, do

as you are told,” she insisted. I took off running.
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The following day, when grandma was in the
garden picking vegetables, I sneaked in and
peered at the bananas. Nearly all were ripe. I
couldn’'t help taking a bunch of four. As I tiptoed
towards the door, I heard grandma coughing
outside. I just managed to hide the bananas
under my dress and walked past her.



ibunuloddesip

0s sem ] ,-9oe|d 21bew Aw ul ase Aayl,, ‘sem

106 T Jamsue Ajuo ayl 1ng , "2J9yM pue ‘seueueq
dU3 ||e 2Je 2J4ayMm ‘19yseq aya SI aJaym ‘ewpueln,,
‘'seueueq ayl Jou 13¥seq ayl Jayliau Yum ing
9pISIN0 BuINIs Sem ewpueln) ‘paudnial [ Usym

| iRR) 10k3 |RIPED b 81k | Itbblk (ke

11O |pH>Is ph [k ‘|kk] thibis klk [4I8b 2P (b6 |3k
2212 2 [po[2 Lhrlie 2o | 2912 B b IRk} b pp2 B
b 191 2 |RR] [tk Enlafrlo 29|l Iirite 20d och bt blo

‘pa31se) JaAd pey I eueueq
}S9199MS Y3 sem ] ") 31e Appdinb pue asnoy sy
puiyaq Juam I ‘uiebe 19xseq ay3 bulianod Jayy
'ssaJp Aw ui 31 piy pue auo paxaid [ 'sauo adu
KJSA JO ydunqg e sem aJay] "9J0W 9IUO Seueueq
3Y3 ¥29yd 01 3snoy Jay 031 paysnJ I ‘4aylow Aw
JISIA 0] dwied ewpuelb uaym Aep buimol|os syl

| kb 24 [RR|T: ek, b [pBR Pl bk RSt

kiR Q1B 28] 1263 Sl plie Al [PIGH [Rak b 8lh
GRS LR SISRILE [t |A1LD Kie) 1Sht [hlle
202} 1260 Pl iRk} MBS 1204 |btplh Ll PO |3k
|Qle LIS |4 28 2813k [D]b bon [p¢h L2k [I8b 2IPS 3PS
it ‘|kke Bolie Dk Sldllie Rt Lhlie 20g pin Lb] tle




g8 T ufS, goR SiHTel AelE SITUHT WieaTe agiat dat
FARY TS 7 T | ST At GIhT @i, UTa: TTRehT hreht
HET AT AATS ITep1id TRaT| F33f dlemr gsR
SHTHTEhRT BT Fall et fRIt STHeTS T qRTA!
foRenet EaTeTaes Bdeh! 2RIt | TTes Al faRaR 34Tt <
T A ARG IATATS g |

Two days later, Grandma sent me to fetch her
walking stick from her bedroom. As soon as I
opened the door, I was welcomed by the strong
smell of ripening bananas. In the inner room
was grandma’s big magic straw basket. It was
well hidden by an old blanket. I lifted it and
sniffed that glorious smell.
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Grandma'’s voice startled me when she called,
“What are you doing? Hurry up and bring me
the stick.” I hurried out with her walking stick.
“What are you smiling about?” Grandma asked.
Her question made me realise that I was still
smiling at the discovery of her magic place.



