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When Simbegwire’s mother died, she was very
sad. Simbegwire's father did his best to take
care of his daughter. Slowly, they learned to feel
happy again, without Simbegwire’'s mother.
Every morning they sat and talked about the day
ahead. Every evening they made dinner
together. After they washed the dishes,
Simbegwire’s father helped her with homework.
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“Hello Simbegwire, your father told me a lot
about you,” said Anita. But she did not smile or
take the girl's hand. Simbegwire’s father was
happy and excited. He talked about the three of
them living together, and how good their life
would be. “My child, I hope you will accept Anita
as your mother,” he said.
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Her father visited her every day. Eventually, he
came with Anita. She reached out for
Simbegwire’s hand. “I'm so sorry little one, I was
wrong,” she cried. “Will you let me try again?”
Simbegwire looked at her father and his worried
face. Then she stepped forward slowly and put
her arms around Anita.

17



‘Addeyun sem Jayybnep siy 1243 93130U 03 WSS
10U pIp Jayiey} s,aambaquuis “uay aneb Jayiow
J3y 19y ue|q |NJJN0j0d 3Y3 Sem 10w oD AJuo JaH
*JaUUIp Jaye paq 01 1ybieais Juam ays ‘sbuiuana
9U3 Ul XJOM [00YDS JaY Op 01 paJi} 003 Sem

9ys 1ey3 satoyd pjoyasnoy Auew os Jay aneb
eIUY ‘sbuluiow ay3 ul Jayiey} Jay Yim 1is 03 sawn
pey Jabuoj ou ays ‘pabueyd ajl| s,2mbaquuis

N2 C PN CE

NG9 HEON L 4NvATEYE RIYRER °E
QOAUUDIIQRXD8ZN VLA 2 WEAZL
YEOBLURAYUDIGYRERIAYCENLY
B UNEGH2ANCT DLUVEHRDI> LS 2RI
oA 2 CRSUSHNGREE) Y RERI GE
B0 UHRIY 2 0@\GNILELOYR >3
PV QO HCIEYR DAZNLERO
NN+ 4NvA72 E—"4L “YAEQLREE
HOHNEUNEIB—HERIVIR2XR AN EN
PN2CcdFOGUC s RINGEOT1 L LNVvAAL

91

"0) pajuem ays se buoj| se June Jay yum
Aeis pjnom auimbaquis 1eyy paalabe Aay] ,'nok



AMBHI 2T, BRIAIFILIESLKRZTITS
YEWVWE LT, THIRICLHDELS B WWFRWIT
. AEDIE—&EICHAIINE S > oRT o
LOBEHES =TI, BRIAIFRITELEA
TLTco 7Z2—RIFFEEF->TVWE L, 7Z2—4
HELLBI DT,

After a few months, Simbegwire’s father told
them that he would be away from home for a

while. “I have to travel for my job,” he said. “But I

know you will look after each other.”
Simbegwire's face fell, but her father did not
notice. Anita did not say anything. She was not
happy either.
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Simbegwire was playing with her cousins when
she saw her father from far away. She was
scared he might be angry, so she ran inside the
house to hide. But her father went to her and
said, “Simbegwire, you have found a perfect
mother for yourself. One who loves you and
understands you. I am proud of you and I love
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One morning, Simbegwire was late getting out
of bed. “You lazy girl!” Anita shouted. She pulled
Simbegwire out of bed. The precious blanket
caught on a nail, and tore in two.
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Simbegwire’s aunt took the child to her own
house. She gave Simbegwire warm food, and
tucked her in bed with her mother’s blanket.
That night, Simbegwire cried as she went to
sleep. But they were tears of relief. She knew
her aunt would look after her.
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When it came to evening, she climbed a tall tree
near a stream and made a bed for herself in the
branches. As she went to sleep, she sang:
“Maama, maama, maama, you left me. You left
me and never came back. Father doesn't love
me anymore. Mother, when are you coming
back? You left me.”
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The next morning, Simbegwire sang the song
again. When the women came to wash their
clothes at the stream, they heard the sad song
coming from the tall tree. They thought it was
only the wind rustling the leaves, and carried on
with their work. But one of the women listened
very carefully to the song.
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