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ه�� ىاٚ�ا�ح  ىهسو  .هٚل�س  �ٮوهح  ی��همه��  وهٔ�  .ه��اٚ�ا�ح  همهٔ� 
” سا��. ��سهك  یكٚ : “ ه��او وسوكو��ول ”  “ و هٔ� ی���م�ر 

• • •

This is Khalai. She is seven years old.
Her name means ‘the good one’ in her
language, Lubukusu.
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"� اد هس %�ر 'ر �� �"ه لا ل هكهٚ )كه ه ٚلهه و لٚ ەد ��س �ح یٚ ل وه �ح ه اٚ�ا ى
�� و )ك ه �� ەروه ا س �% ��ر �"ه ا اد لٚ ر �� ى ���ك �كەد“ :ه �ٮ

”�� ��ەد %� .ه ��ٚ )ك ��ه �� �مو �ر �ں روٚ %� ى 'ر �� �"ه لا یٚ
• • •

Khalai wakes up and talks to the orange
tree. “Please orange tree, grow big and
give us lots of ripe oranges.”
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�ں�كا��)كور)ك لٚه)كهل  ��'ر  ادا)كٚ هل  ��%حەد  ٚ.�. ه��ا�ح��ا��و�"  وٚ��  ىاٚ�ا�ح 
01سو �ں�� و  ر���روهس  �ں�كا��)كور)ك ، ه���ك��  : “ �ٮ�كەد هس�" 

” .�ں��هم
• • •

Khalai walks to school. On the way she
talks to the grass. “Please grass, grow
greener and don’t dry up.”
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��ه سا��سٚ یٚٚلەد : ��كەدٚلهه و  یٚسٚ ��هأ�  ٚ01 ىاٚ�ا�ح 
، لٚا�"ه��'ر%� راد  : “ یٚٚلەد ىاٚ�ا�ح  .�ں�رو  هس ر  هه �ں�كهٚلا�"ه��'ر%� 

وٚ�� �ٮ�كوهٔ�  ه��ه��او  هل  ەوه�����7���7ەد ، ر��كه��  ی��ا��ه�� 
!” �ںم وٚ��  یٚ��هه   �%�� �ٮو����ه)كٚ �ٚ�لا�"ه��'ر%�  یكٚ

• • •

“The oranges are still green,” sighs
Khalai. “I will see you tomorrow orange
tree,” says Khalai. “Perhaps then you
will have a ripe orange for me!”
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�� ���ك ��“ :ه ��ٚ %�ەد 'ره ���ك ىٚ �حاد 'روٚ )ك هكس لو � هٚ � �� ى �ح ه اٚ�ا ى
ل ٚ��ٔ� ه م ەو ٔ� �ں ەوه �� ى �� وٚ ەد �ح �ں ��و %ح ��مهه ه س )ك ،ه لو �كهٚ �ں

”�� �" .مەد ر م
• • •

Khalai passes wild flowers. “Please
flowers, keep blooming so I can put you
in my hair.”
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��ادرهس ٚ��د ،ی �� �" ەوه ��و ��ا �ح ��ا ل ه �ح ه اٚ�ا ���ك ى ��ٚ ک
�ٔ��ٚ ��س ٔ� ا ره %�ەد“ :ىٚ ر ل یٚس ��ٚ �ح ی اٚ�ا �كەد ى �ٮ اد . %�ر 'ر �� �"ه لا هكهٚ

)ك”؟ ��ه �� و %� �ں %� یٚ 'ر �� �"ه لا ���كهٚ .�
• • •

When Khalai returns home from school,
she visits the orange tree. “Are your
oranges ripe yet?” asks Khalai.
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ی��سا'رەوا�� ى  هك ەراد لٚه)كهل  ىاٚ�ا�ح  سه��ا�ح��ا��و�" ، هل 
ه���ك�� : “ �ٮ�كەد هس�"  �ںا��هكه��ا�ح��ا��و�"  ىهسەوهح 

�ں����او����  �ٔ�� همٚ ىەوهٔ�  وٚ��  هك��  �.سورد  ەروه)ك  ی�6ل  هك ، ەراد
” ��و�ح�� .ەوه�7���7ٚ ��س  اد��هكەره�7ٚ رهل �� رٚ

• • •

At school, Khalai talks to the tree in the
middle of the compound. “Please tree,
put out big branches so we can read
under your shade.”
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: �ٮ�كەد هس�"  ىهكه��ا�ح��ا��و�"  ی���7رره%�راد  لٚه)كهل  ىاٚ�ا�ح 
ىەوەروور ه����7ه  هل  ��'ر  ه)كٚ وه��  ەروه)ك  روٚ�ر  ه���ك�� ، “

” .ەر)ك�� وار�راو�ح  ه�� ی���سهك 
• • •

Khalai talks to the hedge around her
school. “Please grow strong and stop
bad people from coming in.”
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