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It was a little girl who first saw the
mysterious shape in the distance.
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Shy but brave, the little girl moved nearer
to the woman. “We must keep her with us,”
the little girl's people decided. “We’'ll keep
her and her child safe.”
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Donkey found his mother, alone and
mourning her lost child. They stared at
each other for a long time. And then
hugged each other very hard.
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But when they saw the baby, everyone
jumped back in shock. “A donkey?!”
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... the clouds had disappeared along with
his friend, the old man.
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And so the woman found herself alone
again. She wondered what to do with this

awkward child. She wondered what to do
with herself.
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One morning, the old man asked Donkey
to carry him to the top of a mountain.
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Now, if the child had stayed that same,
small size, everything might have been
different. But the donkey child grew and
grew until he could no longer fit on his
mother’s back. And no matter how hard he
tried, he could not behave like a human
being. His mother was often tired and
frustrated. Sometimes she made him do
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Donkey woke up to find a strange old man
staring down at him. He looked into the
old man’s eyes and started to feel a twinkle
of hope.
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Confusion and anger built up inside
Donkey. He couldn’t do this and he couldn't
do that. He couldn’t be like this and he
couldn't be like that. He became so angry
that, one day, he kicked his mother to the
ground.
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Donkey was filled with shame. He started
to run away as far and fast as he could.
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